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A Strong Link Article:

[This is the conclusion to the previous Quarterly
article briefly dealing with the kind of positive and
proper response that we should have to our sonship
status in this present dispensation, and also to
our sonship education and edification.]
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espite our natural tendency to be a ‘weak link, Contact INfOrmMatioN..........ceeeeeeeievieceee e
we truly can function as a ‘strong link’ in the -
y g Brief Recap

chain that God our Father has forged for the In the previous portion of this article we briefly focused
success of our sonship lives and "godly edifying.” We ac- upon the first half of the link — upon the kind of positive

tually can ensure our ability to achieve the many educa- q that hould h i hi
tional attainments and goals that our Father has for us agand proper response that we should have to our sonship

His “sons,” and also reach the ultimate objective that He status itself, and therefore to our Father’'s desire to edu-

has purposed for our sonship edification and lives — i.e. cate us as His “sons.” We saw how that by means of the
conformity to the image of His Son. And indeed this is effectual working of what God teaches us about the gran-
what we provide for when (1) we first of all respond posi- deur, and_the glory, anc_l th_e phenomenal prospect_ .Of what
tively and properly to our sonship status itself and to what our sonship status and life is all about, the very positive and

it is all about; and then (2) when we continuously respond proper response that we S.hO.UId have to our sonship status
positively and properly to all the various things that God a_(;tually ge:[[s ?.er.]t?rﬁted (\;V'tlh'?]tus' (Ijn oth_;ar WOI‘?S 6,: requil-
our Father teaches us, as we progress through the curricy>''c @mount otinitial joy, defight, and excitement gets gen-

lum that He has designed and written for our sonship edi- er_ated W!thm us upon hearing apout.our ado_onn, a_n_d
fication. this then increases and develops into irrepressible ambition

and enthusiasm for getting our sonship lives and education
By means of the first of these two responses our Fa- underway.
ther has designed for our sonship life and its “godly edify-
ing” to successfully get underway, and for it to do so with
all of the appropriate zeal, ambition, and enthusiasm that

we should possess when it comes to getting our vocational, . . .
P g g be joyfully ‘crying, Abba, Father’all the more, (and consis-

education and training. Then by means of the second of ; . .
these two responses our Father has made it so that Whaﬁentlly as v_veII), n conr_lectlon with our Father fully estab-
He teaches us is able to effectually work within us and so _|sh|ng us in our sonship status through the effectual work-

produce its “godly edifying.” Moreover He has also pro- "9 of what He teaches us in Romans 8:16-39. And in con-

vided for our “godly edifying” to actually be self-sustaining nﬁctllc()jnf with tlfs ‘C[jymgt’hAt.)bi’. Fﬁ\ther’ all ér][e mo::e,t;]/ve,
and self-propelling as we work our way towards achieving shouldtervently and enthusiastically respond to our Fathers

the ultimate objective of our sonship lives and edification. plan and desire to educate us.

Wherefore we ought to joyfully ‘cry, Abba, Father’ not
only upon receiving the initial news in Romans 8:14-15 that
we have been given “the adoption of sons,” but we should

In fact we should have the same three measures of
need in order for us to be a ‘strong link’ in ‘the chain of commitment tq our sonship learning that we noted in the
provision’ that our Father has forged for the success of general sonship exhortation of Prover_bs chapter two. We
our sonship lives. As such each response more or less funcShould have these measures of commitment because of the
tions as half of the link. powerful and earnest determination that the knowledge of

our sonship status has generated within us to see to it that

So then these are the two kinds of responses that we



I
From EBM To Ypu

This is normally our annual
Questions and Answers edition
of the Quarterly. However to
provide for the conclusion of the
two-part article that beganin the
3rd quarter edition, we are
postponing the Questions and
Answers edition until later. It will
either be publishedinan
upcoming quarter, or will resume
with the 4th quarter 2007 edition.

Note of Explanation and
Apology:

Some of you have noticed that
there are more than a few ‘typos’
in our new book Properly
Handling The Word of Truth. We
are sadly aware of this and
regret how it came abou.

We mistakenly gave our
printer some files that did not
contain the results of our final
proofreading and editing, and
unfortunately the book was
printed from these files. When
we discovered our mistake it
was too late to correct, and too
costly to rectify it.

Though the ‘typos’ are very
minor in nature and do not do
any damage to the teaching,
nonetheless they can be
annoying. We also know they
can give the impression that we
have been careless or sloppy in
our work, which is what
concerns us the most. For we do
notwant such animpression to
cause any reader to give less-
than-serious consideration to the
teaching.

We regret this mistake very
much and apologize for .

D

Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in
supporting this
ministry!

we get the education and edification that ouwvhen a father works to produce the favor-
Father has for us, and that we get it at able attitude that his son needs to have both
costs. for being taught and for what he is taught,
e father does so by confronting his son with
ree main things: (1) the nature of the cur-
Rulum that has been written for his educa-
8tf()n; (2) the trustworthiness of the one who
‘'wrote it; and (3) the value of what is going to
e learned. By confronting his son with these
hree things the father expects his son to
erceive three corresponding things: (1) that
he curriculum for his vocational education
and training is perfectly suited to do its job;
 that he can completely depend upon it to
Fits job in the detalils of his sonship life; and
(3) that each and every thing his father will

Therefore if we do possess this kind %
positive and proper response to our sonstp
status and life, then we indeed have “the e
nest of the Spirit” fully operating within us
just as our Father has designed for it to op
ate. Accordingly we also have the first half g
what constitutes us being a ‘strong link’ in ‘th
chain of provision’ for the success of ou
sonship lives effectually working within us.
However if we do not possess such a respon
then we possess characteristics that are m
in line with us being a ‘weak link’ in the chain

rather than a ‘strong’ one. teach him, along with each and every attain-
The Second Half of the Link ment his father will seek to produce in him
The second half of what is necessary ffiroughout the course of the curriculum, is
order for us to be a ‘strong link’ in the chairnore valuable for him to know and more valu-
is the issue of us having a positive and propaple for him to attain than anything else he
response to all of the various things that wever could know or ever could attain.

will be taught by our Father as we progress Now when the son is confronted with

through His curriculum for our sonship edl_’fhese three things, and thereby perceives

cation and edification. Naturally enough th'§vhat his father has designed for him to per-

particular component to being a 'strong linkgjye  this then generates within him the fa-

becomes thaig issuein our sonship lIVes o apie attitude that he needs to have toward
once our sonship education gets underwayy o hjs father is going to teach him. Where-
For notonly does it make sense thatwe shouldl,, the favorable attitude in turn provides
reqund positively and properl_y to our Fatherj%r the son to respond positively and prop-
doctrines once we begin going through Higyy 1 the details of what his father teaches

curriculum, but the truth of the matter is tha“im and this allows for them to be able to
we will make very little progress, or only Veryeffectually work within the son’s mind and

limited progress, in our “godly edifying” if We o4t and for his sonship education and edi-
do not respond properly to what we are taug'?fcation to genuinely take place.

Now just as the positive and proper re-
sponse to our sonship status itself is bas

o ) face with us as part of our sonship estab-
primarily upon our favorable attitude towar_ishment. For we too need just such a favor-

being given “the adoption of sons,” 0 als0 iy attitude toward what God our Father has
this the case with our po_smve a_nd proper r‘fﬂanned and purposed to teach us as His
sponse to all of the various things that OUEns.” And it is the effectual production of
Father wants to teach us. Our favorable alfljq; o\\ch g favorable attitude within us that
tude toward God's word in general, and €Spyyes it so that we can respond positively
cially our favorable attitude toward the SPe;ng properly to the details of what we are

cific curriculum that God has written for Ourtaught as we progress through the curricu-
sonship education, is what primarily detef,"tor our sonship education and edifica-
mines whether or not we will respond posiﬁon

tively and properly to what He teaches us.

So it is then that much the same takes

) Wherefore let’s take a bit of a closer look
Moreover our favorable attitude towardy o4 ch of these three main things with which

what God our Father has purposed to teaghy ihar confronts his son, and with which
us needs to be much the same as that Whicg gy oy Father also confronts us as part of

hum_an father vyorks to prodL_Jce in his OWBursonship establishment.
son in preparation for educating him. In fact
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The Nature of the Curriculum resistance and opposition that he will him as he works his way through the

One of the final things that a fa- face, which in working against him will  curriculum for his vocational education
ther does in connection with establish- endeavor to thwart him succeeding and training. In fact the son is to be so
ing his son in his sonship status and with his sonship education. In so doing powerfully impressed with what he is
life is to acquaint him with the curricu- the father wants his son to perceive given to perceive, that deep and strong
lum for his sonship education and edi- that he has wisely and prudently pro- convictions about the curriculum are
fication. A father actually does this for vided for all contingencies and issues generated within him. The upshot of
more than one reason, but as noted itthat might work against him, and that these strong convictions is that he be-
is primarily to make it so that his son he has made more than adequate procomes fully persuaded, without a
sees the nature of the curriculum and Vvision for his son to deal with any such shadow of a doubt, that the curricu-
thereby becomegowerfully im-  contingency. lum can do its job, and that therefore
pressed with what he is going to be he can trust in it completely.

taught. Upon perceiving this the son,

therefore, is to become convinced that Generating the Same Convictions
Once again, a father knows that though he knows that opposition exists n Us
his son needs to be powerfully im- and will be encountered, it need not In view of having designed and
pressed with what he is going to be succeed in thwarting him in the pursuit created the sonship relationship in the
learning, otherwise he will not have the of the various attainments, aims, and fjrst place, God our Father also con-
proper attitude toward it that he needs goals of his sonship life and edifica- fronts us with what the curriculum for
to have. And if he does not have the tion. Rather he knows that he will be ouyr sonship education is like so that we
proper attitude toward it, then this able to cope with all resistance and op- too can bepowerfully impressed with
means that he will not place his full position, due to the provisions that his \what He has purposed to teach us,
trust in the curriculum’s overall capac- father has made. and so that we too can have the ap-
ity an_d power, nor will he pl_ace h_is f_uII Along with doing such things as propriate strong convictions that we
trust in the power and ability of its in- tneed to have about the capacity,
dividual components. power, and might of what we are given
to learn.

these, a father also makes sure tha
his son realizes that the only way he

Wherefore along with showing his can receive his vocational education
son ‘the chain of provision’ that he has and training is by means of the effec-  Now what our Father does for us
forged for the success of his sonship tual working of the curriculum that his  corresponds with what is set forth in
life, a father also purposefully con- father has composed. It has been tai-the sonship exhortations of Proverbs
fronts his son with what the curricu- lor made for hlm, and therefore it is Chapter 2, where after the father ex-
lum for his education is like. perfectly suited to the specific voca- horts his son in verses 1-5 to fervently

tion for which the sonis being trained commit himself to getting his Sonship
For example he confronts his son : . . .
P and prepared. Hence it alone can give gducation he then makes sure that his

with all that he has incorporated into hi .
im what he needs.
the curriculum, by which he has fuIIy son perceilves the general nature and

provided for his son to learn all thathe ~ Wherefore the son is to understand S2/iber of what he is going to be taught,
needs to learn in order to receive the and appreciate that there are no alter-2nd knows about its inherent capaci-
complete vocational education and natives for him to look at or consider, €S, Power, and might to achieve its
training necessary to be able to fulfill for there is no other means of achiev- objectives. Wherefore he says to his
the vocation that is awaiting him. The ing what his father has purposed. Nor S°"--

father does this to make sure that his are there any shortcuts or alternate 6 For the LORD giveth wis-

son perceives the full and complete routes that he can take than that which dom: out of his mouth cometh
capacity of the curriculum, whereby is laid out in his father’s curriculum. knowledge and understand-

he can become fully convinced in his By confronting his son with this real- Ing. .

heart that it is more than capable of ization a father purposes to instill in his 7 He layeth up sound wisdom

. . . h d hiah for the righteous: he is a
giving him all of the education and all son the great respect and high esteem buckler to them that walk

of the training that he needs. that he needs to have for the curricu- uprightly.
» ] . lum so that he will adhere to it and 8 He keepeth the paths of

In addition to _thls a fat_her del!ber— operate upon it regardless. judgment, and preserveth the
ately confronts his son with the issue way of his saints.
of the safeguards and provisions that ~ So it is then that by doing such 9 Then shalt thou understand
he has built into the curriculum for en- things as these a father provides for righteousness, and judgment,
suring that his son is able to success-his son to bepowerfully impressed and equity; yea, every good
fully cope with any and all forms of with what his father is going to teach path. (Proverbs 2:6-9)
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Moreover following this the father questions which provoke us to clearly the things that are necessary for us to
ensures that his son perceives the abil-perceive the specific issues of the obtain the full objective of being con-
ity of the curriculum to effectually pro- power, capacity, and might that are resi- formed to the image of His Son. More-
vide for him to deal with the resistance dent in the provision for our sonship over He has provided for us to victori-
that he will face from ones who are lives. Hence after asking the thought- ously deal with all resistance and op-
opposed to the success of his sonshipprovoking question, “What shall we position, even to the point of ‘turning
life and edification. Hence in verses then say to these things?” Paul goesthe tables’ on some of it so that it ac-

10 and 11 he describes to his son howon to direct our consideration by ask- tually works out to advancing us onin
that... ing...

10 When wisdom entereth
into thine heart, and knowl-
edge is pleasant unto thy
soul;

11 Discretion shall preserve
thee, understanding shall
keep thee:... (Proverbs 2:10—
11)

...which, as he goes on to describe,
will provide for his son to be delivered
from the opposition of “the evil man”
and also from that of “the strange
woman.”

In similar manner to this in Ro-
mans 8:31-39 God our Father has the
apostle Paul pointedly confront us with
the issues of the power, capacity, and
might of what He has provided for our
sonship lives and edification. Follow-
ing describing in verses 28-30 the de-
tails of ‘the chain of provision’ that He
has forged for the success of our
sonship lives, He has Paul ask us the
thought-provoking question...

31la What shall we then say
to these things? (Romans
8:31a)

And indeed this is exactly what this
guestion is — a thought-provoking
guestion. It is designed to provoke us
to think very insightfully and percep-
tively about ‘the chain of provision’ for
the success of our sonship lives that
has just been described, and about the
implications and ramifications of it as
we embark upon our sonship edifica-
tion and living our sonship lives.

What's more, to ensure that we

31b If God be for us, who can
be against us?

32 He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all
things?

33 Who shall lay any thing to
the charge of God'’s elect? It
is God that justifieth.

In short what
we should
perceive is

that everything
is ‘geared for
our success.’

34 Who s he that
condemneth? /t is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us.
35 Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or per-
secution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy
sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.
(Romans 8:31b—37)

our sonship edification.

Wherefore the effectual working
of these considerations ought to gen-
erate within us some very deep set and
strong convictions regarding our abil-
ity to succeed in our sonship lives by
succeeding with our “godly edifying.”
Indeed they ought to generate within
us the very same powerful convictions
expressed by Paul when he concludes
answering the question “What shall we
then say to these things?” by saying...

38 For | am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present,
nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans
8:38-39)

So then by forcefully confronting
and impacting us with the full power
of ‘the chain of provision’ that He has
forged for the success of our sonship
lives, (including the power of His cur-
riculum for our edification), our Father
has provided us with the first thing that
we need to be able to respond posi-
tively and properly to the things that
He teaches us. For by impressing us
first of all with the fact that He has
‘geared us for success,’ God has made
it so that we can respond to the cur-
riculum for our sonship education with
the unshakable conviction and confi-
dence that it not only can do its job,

In short what we should perceive but that it will do its job.
perceive what we ought to perceive is that everything is ‘geared for our

as we thoughtfully consider “these success.’ Our Father has provided for
things,” our Father has Paul direct our everything that we need to be success-

consideration by asking us a series of ful, including incorporating into the cur-
riculum for our “godly edifying” all of

The Second Component

Having, therefore, such conviction
and confidence the next thing that we
need to possess is a “spirit of faith” in
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the very things our Father teaches usson’s sonship education absolutely de- God says in His “gospel of Christ.” And
as we receive our sonship education. pends upon him doing this. For the ef- as with Abraham we were fully per-
In other words we need to implicitly fectual working of much of what he suaded because God is the one “who
believe everything that He teaches us, will be taught by his father through the quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
and operate upon them by faith. This curriculum for his vocational education things which be not as though they
is what constitutes the second compo- and training demands that he believe were.”
nent of our positive and proper re- things implicitly and that he operate
sponse to what our Father teaches usupon them steadfastly, even in the face
as His “sons.” of more attractive and more seem- ... T

tified us in His sight, saved us from

A Father's Trustworthiness ingly-believable alternatives. the debt and penalty of our sins, and
It should go without saying that a Hence a consistently strong “spirit made us permanently “at-one” with
son is expected to know that his father of faith” in his father and in his words Him, but having confronted us with His
can be trusted. In view of ‘the chain is the second component of a son’s trustworthiness He also laid the ground-
of provision’ that has been lovingly positive and proper response to what work for establishing in us a consis-

Now in connection with believing
“the gospel of Christ” God not only jus-

forged for him; and in view of all that his father teaches him. tently strong and on-going “spirit of
the father has already done for his , - faith” in Him and in His words to us.
child, (and has given him to know), uursgmters"“iﬂn":mess . Moreover having done this, in Romans
from birth to “the adoption of sons”; a tentl et 00 oug it fof 't?\\’{? %anS'S 6:1-8:13 God built upon it and provided
son should know that he can believe ‘€M1 Strong spirtotfatntin odour ¢4, jeveloping it further through the
whatever his father says to him and effectual working of what He taught
that he can trustin it implicitly. ... by the time a us in the doctrine of our sanctification

- iVac & “in Christ.” With the result that by the

In fact throughout the childhood child receives “the : -

years one of thge most fundamental adoption of sons” time He tells us about our sonship sta-
things that a father does is to generate he is expected to tus:jn Fﬁomans 8:14-15, we fs?quhlsl-al—
and establish a “spirit of faith” in his possess a strong ready have & strong 'spirit of taith” In
child. He wants his child to know with- “spirit of faith” in Him and in the effectual working of
out a doubt that he speaks the truth his father and in his His words to s.
and that ‘his word is his bond.” Hence words. Wherefore after we receive our
the father deliberately manifests his sonship establishment through the ef-

faithfulness and trustworthiness to his Father and in His words to us. For He fectual working of Romans 8:16-39,
child on numerous occasions, confront- 100 worked to generate and establish the strength of our “spirit of faith in

ing him with them so that he comes to jyst such a “spirit of faith” in us before OUr Father and His words should be
understand and appreciate his father'sHe ever told us about our sonship sta- Such that we too live in accordance

veracity and dependability. tus. with the truth that “faith is the sub-
, _ stance of things hoped for, the evi-
Wherefore by the time a child re- Indeed God did this very thing. For dence of things not seen.” With this

ceives “the adoption of sons” he ig_ex— by the effectual working of “the gos- being so, we should be ready to re-
pected to possess a strong "spirit of pel of Christ” itself, we were not only - spond positively and properly to every-
faith in his fath_erand inhiswords. In  confronted with the issues of God'’s thing that our Father will teach us
fact his father is to be the most trust- great love, mercy, and grace unto us, throughout the curriculum for our
worthy person that he knows. And i and also with the issues of His wis- sonship education, implicitly believing
connection with this, upon receiving  dom and power in the cross of our Lord everything He teaches us and confi-
the adoption of sons” and being es- jesus Christ, but we were also point- dently operating upon it. For as His
_tabllshed in his sonship status, the son edly confronted with His trustworthi- “sons” our Eather should be to us the
is expected to become the most trust- ness. And so we believed “on him that most trustworthy person we know, and
ing person with whom his father ever rajsed up Jesus our Lord from the dead; along with His Son Jesus Christ we
deals. who was delivered for our offences, should be to Him the most trusting per-
and was raised again for our justifica- sons with whom He deals.
tion.” Hence just like Paul describes
ever he says to him and in whatever 200utAbraham in Romans 4:16-25, we So then as we progress through
_ . L ourselves were “not weak in faith.” but OUr sonship education and edification
he teaches him. For doing this is not . _ e our Father should not need to say to
ly consistent with having a strong 'ather were “strong in faith,” being , : ,
s : ; Y fully persuaded of the truth of what US. ‘O ye of lttle faith. Why do ye not
“spirit of faith,” but the success of the Y'Y P

In other words a father looks for
his son to believe him implicitly in what-
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believe? He should not need to reprove
usfor being “weak in faith” regarding
what He teaches us. Howbeit if we
are “weak in faith,” needless to say
we will be a*weak’ link in ‘the chain
of provison' for the success of our
sonship lives.

The Third Component

The third and find main compo-
nent of ason’s positive and proper re-
sponse to what his father teaches him
is the issue of him placing so much
vaue upon learning what he is given
to learn and achieving the attainments
thereof, that he is willing to pursue
getting them regardless of the cost. In
other words nothing compares with
succeeding with his sonship education
and edification. Thistooishow it ought
to be with us.

Loving Sonship’s Aims and Goals
More Than Anything Else

A sonwho responds positively and
properly to what hisfather teacheshim
also does so because he loves pursu-
ing and attaining the various aims and
godsof hissonship lifemore than any-
thing else. In short they are ‘the love
of his life” He would rather learn a
form of doctrinefrom Hisfather’s cur-
riculum and attain its corresponding at-
tainment in his sonship walk, than pur-
sue and/or possess anything thisworld
has to offer, or that it values and es-
teems. Thisis because his father has
effectualy generated withinhimanin-
comparable love for his sonship aims,
godls, and ultimate objective.

Now this is also something a fa-
ther accomplishes ashe establisheshis
son in his sonship status and prepares
him for receiving his sonship educa
tion. For as a father teaches his son
about the upcoming vocation that he
will have in his father’s business, and
informs his son about the nature of the
curriculum for hisvocationa education
and training, in so doing he aso natu-
rally teaches his son about the vari-
ous glories of his sonship life.

In fact learning about these glo-
ries is one of the reasons why a son

‘cries, Abba, Father’ more and more.
For they ddliberately confront his stan-
dard of values and they begin to adjust
the evaluation scale of his heart. In so
doing they effectualy work within him
to affect ‘hisheart’sdesire’” They dis-
place any importance that he has
placed upon any worldly desires and
pursuits, and replace them with the
desires and pursuits of hissonship life.
The glories of his sonship life outshine
al the glitter and glistening of what this
world says is vauable and worth pur-
suing, so that the ‘eyes of the son's
understanding’ begin to look upon an-
other object of desire. One that ex-
ceeds all others and is of inestimable
worth to him.

So then the exceedingly glorious
aims, goas, and attainments of his
sonship life, along with the incompa:
rable vaue of its ultimate objective,
effectually work within a son to make
him pursue these things as the | ove of
his life. Wherefore he will respond
positively and properly to his father’s
teachings, desiring to obtain these
things at all costs, even in preference
to the approval and accolades of men,
or to escaping their reproach or per-
secution.

Generating the Same Degree of
Love inUs

Through all that we are taught for
our sonship establishment in Romans
8:16-39, our Father also provides for
‘the love of our lives to become the
pursuit of our sonship aims and goals.
For with respect tolifein genera, what
doesthisworld haveto offer that com-
pares with receiving our vocational
education and training for the everlast-
ing vocation that belongs to our eter-
nal lives? And where is the happiness,
satisfaction, and contentment of this
world that compares with the godly
versions of them that are produced in
us by the effectual working of our
sonship education? And what kind of
relaionship, or intimacy of fellowship
and communion can this world offer
that compares with that which we can
have with God our Father by means

of our sonship education and sonship
prayer? And most of al, whereisthere
an object for our heart’s desire that
even comes close to the ultimate ob-
jective of our sonship lives— i.e. be-
ing conformed to the image of God's
Son?

So then along with (1) having
strong convictions and confidence re-
garding the capacities of our Father's
curriculum, and (2) having implicit faith
inwhatever our Father teachesus, our
positive and proper response to what
our Father teaches usalso includes (3)
desiring above al else to obtain these
sonship glories, and being willing to ob-
tain them at all costs.

A Weak or Strong Link?

We are going to function as either
a‘weak’ or ‘strong’ link inour Father's
‘chain of provison’ for the success of
our sonship livesand “godly edifying.”
They are the only two options. How-
ever therereally isno excuse for usto
be anything but a‘strong’ link. For the
doctrine about our sonship status in
Romans 8:14-15, and the following
doctrinesfor our sonship establishment
in Romans 8:16-39, provide uswith the
very means by which we can function
asa‘strong’ link. They are purpose-
fully designed by God to generate
within us the two kinds of positive and
proper responses that we need in or-
der to be a ‘strong’ link. Wherefore
we just need to avail ourselves of
them, let them effectualy work within
us, and thereby bethe‘strong’ link that
we ought to be.

So then the upshot of the matter is
this: To whatever degree, or in what-
ever way, we may fail to succeed with
meeting any or al of the educational
expectations and attainments that are
in the curriculum for our “godly edify-
ing,” the reason for any failure cannot
be attributed either to our Father, or to
any of His provisions for us, or to His
curriculum. For they are faultless.
Rather any reasonfor failureliessolely
with ourselves. Because the simple
fact is that we do not have to be a
‘weak’ link. —K. R. Blades
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NEW PUBLICATION

Properly Handling The Word of Truth is
thetitle of our new publication, which isnow available. Sub-
titled “12 Basic Lessons to Ensure You Handle The Bible
as God Intends,” this publication begins with a smple ap-
pedl to the reader to honestly consider whether or not heis
properly handling God's word as he studies it and as he
appliesit to hislife. Asis stated in the Introduction...

Without a doubt there is no greater, or
more valuable possession that we can
hold in our hands than the word of God
— The Holy Bible. And while we hold,
and read, and study God’s word, we
have no greater need than to know how
to handle it as God has intended that
we handle it. For only then will we
handle the Bible properly, and only then
will it be able to effectually and fully
function for us as “the word of truth”
thatitis, and thereby be able to accom-
plish what God has designed it to ac-
complish in our minds, and hearts, and
lives. (p. xv)

Following this statement and its accompanying appeal the
12 lessons then proceed to teach, and to make it very clear,
that we can only handlethe Bible properly if weare“rightly
dividing” it as the gpostle Paul statesin Il Timothy 2:15.

What's more, by purposefully using the modern expres-
sion ‘properly handling the word of truth’ for the book’s
title, the lessons also make it sufficiently evident that * prop-
erly handling the word of truth’ can only mean to be“rightly
dividing the word of truth,” exactly asthe King James Ver-
sion says.

Based upon our Basic Bible Comprehension video se-
ries, the 12 lessons in Properly Handling The Word of

Truth follow the teaching format of the video series. In
essence it is our Basic Bible Comprehension video series
in book form.

Properly Handling The Word of Truth is a large for-
mat, (or textbook size), book. Its 7x10 inch format and 496
pages contain 12 lessonsfollowed by 12 gppendices, includ-
ing numerous chartsthat are strategically located within the
text of the lessons. Written in a persona ‘talking-to-you’
style and with its many helpful charts, it is easy-to-read and
follow. Bound with a ‘lay-flat’ binding, it readily lays open
while reading.

In view of the vital and ongoing need that there is for
Chrigtians to be confronted with their need to be “rightly
dividing theword of truth,” we appreciate the publication of
any literature, (or any form of teaching) that doesthis. Like-
wise we appreciate other efforts that appeal to saints to
honestly verify the soundness of the doctrinesthat they pro-
fess, or that they live by, or to which they give heed.

Wherefore we hope that this publication will function as
such and will contribute to this overall effort, and that in so
doing you may find it to be a useful tool as you seek to help
other Chrigtians see the need for “rightly dividing the word
of truth.”

Properly Handling TheWord of Truth
ISBN 1-930863-10-1
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— 496 pages

—12 Lessons

— 12 Appendices
—Integrated Charts
—7x10 inch format
— Lay-flat binding
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1 -9 copies: US$15.00 — o
10 + copies: US$12.50

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is managed by a few volunteers, who not only work their own jobs but who also give
of their free time to look after the website, fill orders, respond to email, and the like. This means that there are
times when we may not be available or are not able to respond to matters as quickly as we would like. Therefore
if you contact us, please understand that there may be a delay in responding to you.




“rightly dividing the word of truth” Il Timothy 2:15 |

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound

doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” isthe founda-
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

L organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible )
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Satan and His Plan of Evil . . T
384 pages+ 12 Chapterse Fold-out Chart Enjoy TheBibleMinistriesGospel Tracts
Designed to Assist You In Your

Softcover ¢ Scripture Index

1-4 copies.............. $15.00US $18.00CAN Ambassador shi p For Christ

5-9 copies............... $13.50US $16.00CAN . ] )
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Make it Clear! Makeit Plain!
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