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Genesis 15:9-10ff

® And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three
years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a
ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them
in the midst, and laid each piece one against an-
other: but the birds divided he not. (Genesis 15:9—
10)

Why did God tell Abram to take these particular animals;
and why five of them? There must be some special
significance to them, but what is it? And why did God go
about making this covenant with Abram in the peculiar way
described in verses 12-177?

There are a number of interesting and significant fea-
tures belonging to this covenant for inheritance, aswell as
to the process of making it. However we will limit our-
selvesto theissuesin your question.

First off we need to recognize a particular aspect about
the question that Abram asked God, which prefaced the
making of this covenant for the inheritance of theland. As
Genesis 15:8 relates, ...

8 And he (Abram) said, Lord GOD, whereby shall |
know that | shall inherit it? (Genesis 15:8)

Noticethat Abram said “WHEREBY shall | know that |
shall inherit it?" This concern in Abram’s question was
prompted by some particular things that had occurred and
taken place with him since he cameinto theland, asrelated
in chapters 12—14. They werethingsthat had produced con-
cernin Abram’s heart and mind regarding God'’ s promises
about the land. In fact Abram’s concern had developed to
the point where the word of God comesto himin avision
to address the issue with him. Hence verse one of chapter

15 says,...

1 After these things the word of the LORD came
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: |
am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. (Gen-
esis 15:1)
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Abram’s concern was real. Wherefore the LORD said
to him, “Fear not, Abram.” However God did not simply
say “Fear not”; He also told Abram why he did not need to
fear. And the reason why was because Hewas “the LORD.”
That is, because of God' s* Jehovah-ness’ and grace. There-
fore God immediately declared His “Jehovah-ness’ to
Abram by saying, “1 amthy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward.”!

Now the issue of God's “Jehovah-ness’ and grace was
not only the key to allaying Abram’ s personal and immedi-
ate fear in view of his present circumstances, but it was
also the issue that both Abram and his seed would need to
understand and appreciate when it came to inheriting the
land at all. For an awful lot more was going to happen to
Abram himsdlf, to his seed after him, and to the land itself,
before he and his seed actually would end up inheriting it
for an everlasting possession. And so it iswith thisin view
that God not only made the covenant for the inheritance of
the land, but also made it in the unique way that He did.

In essence, therefore, God makes this covenant on the
basis of His “Jehovah-ness’ and grace, and by so doing
guaranteesto Abram and his seed that they will inherit the
land God has promised to them no matter what. Onceagain
this no matter what guarantee is needed in view of what
Abram is told is going to happen both to him and to his
seed. He himself is going to die, as the LORD says, with-
out actually possessing the land as per God' s plan and pur-
pose with it. Moreover his seed is then going to go out of
the land and into Satanic captivity.2

2 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great dark-
ness fell upon him.



13 And he said unto Abram,
Know of a surety that thy seed
shall be a stranger in a land
that is not theirs, and shall
serve them; and they shall af-
flict them four hundred years;
14 And also that nation, whom
they shall serve, will | judge:
and afterward shall they come
out with great substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fa-
thers in peace; thou shalt be
buried in a good old age.
(Genesis 15:12-15)

This, however, was only going to
be the beginning of such things for
Abram'’s seed. They would actually
end up in Satanic captivity threetimes
in their history. The first would be as
describedinverses12-16. They would
then go out of theland and experience
Satanic captivity again at thebeginning
of the Law’s Fifth Course of Punish-
ment, which would constitute the first
installment to it. Then they will yet
experience such captivity one final
time in the fifth and final installment
to the Fifth Course of Punishment,
which is dtill yet to come when God
resumes and fulfills His program with
Israd.

So this ‘no matter what’ covenant
guarantee was not only designed to
effectually work to produce assurance
for Abram himself at the time God
made it, but also for his seed through-
out their future history of coming un-
der Satanic captivity. All throughout
Israel’ shistory they would need to rest
their hope of possessing their prom-
ised land solely upon theissue of God's
“Jehovah-ness’ and grace unto them.

Simply put, therefore, with thisbe-
ing what this covenant has in view,
God makes it in the very particular
manner described. He makes it in a
manner that hasHis* Jehovah-ness’ in
view, and that would be able to be ap-
preciated as such later on in Isragl’s
history.

Wherefore God instructed Abram
to provide 5 particular animals. Each
one of them was for the purpose of
matching up with one of the later on

declared 5 mandates of the Davidic
Covenant, in which God describesthe
implementation of His“ Jehovah-ness’
and gracefor Israel so that they can be
what His plan and purpose calls for
them to be?

Simply put, the first 3 animals are
representative of the 3 categories of
sacrifice that Adonai Jehovah would
makefor Abram and hisseed whenHe
functioned as their Redeemer (First
mandate); which would not only secure
their redemption, but also secure His
ability to be their Deliverer (Second
mandate) and Avenger (Third man-
date). Hence these 3 animals were to
be “divided” as per a sacrifice, and
each of these 3 animals were to be
“three years old”; which is in accor-
dance with Adonai Jehovah's three
years of manifested presencein Isragl
before sacrificing Himself for them
and commencing the implementation
of themandates of His" Jehovah-ness’
for them.

Theremaining 2 animalswere spe-
cific birds representing the remaining
2 mandates of God's “ Jehovah-ness’
and grace set forthin the Davidic Cov-
enant, which are King (Fourth man-
date) and Blesser (Fifth mandate). The
birdswere not divided like the other 3
animal s because they were not strictly
representative of sacrifices, but of the
peace and blessings to result from
them. Hence they were aso not just
any birds, but rather a “turtledove’
followed by a“young pigeon.”

Now in addition to using thesefive
animals, God established and con-
firmed the covenant to Abram and his
seed in the highly significant manner
described in Genesis 15:17. This He
didinview of havinginformed Abram
of the coming horror of hisseed’s Sa-
tanic captivity.

17 And it came to pass, that,
when the sun went down, and
it was dark, behold a smok-
ing furnace, and a burning
lamp that passed between
those pieces. (Genesis 15:17)

With thefirst 3 animalsdivided and
laid out as per verse 10, followed by
the undivided birds; and with the sun
down and it being dark as per verse
17a; therest of verse 17 describes how
God confirmed the covenant by pass-
ing between the divided pieces of the
first 3 animalsin avery special man-
ner. When God manifested Himself in
the darknessto be passing between the
pieces as “a smoking furnace, and a
burning lamp,” He did so representa-
tive of exactly how it will be that He
will be seen by the remnant of Israel
when He comes to them at the end of
His day. For following Israel’s final
Satanic captivity, the LORD caps off
fulfilling the first 3 mandates of His
“Jehovah-ness’ by coming to them out
of thedarkness of that timein thevery
manner that passages like Psalm 18:7—
12ff describe.

” Then the earth shook and
trembled; the foundations also
of the hills moved and were
shaken, because he was
wroth.

8 There went up a smoke out
of his nostrils, and fire out of
his mouth devoured: coals
were kindled by it.

% He bowed the heavens also,
and came down: and dark-
ness was under his feet.

10 And he rode upon a cherub,
and did fly: yea, he did fly upon
the wings of the wind.

11 He made darkness his se-
cret place; his pavilion round
about him were dark waters
and thick clouds of the skies.
12 At the brightness that was
before him his thick clouds
passed, hail stones and coals
of fire. (Psalm 18:7-12)*

So then this covenant for inherit-
ancethat God madewith Abramisboth
afundamental and preparatory compo-
nent in the overall matter of God edu-
cating Israel in His" Jehovah-ness’ and
grace. When, therefore, God actually
began to educate them, the saved in
Israel could readily look back uponthe
covenant, knowing the surety of their
inheritance because of God's “Jeho-
vah-ness’ and grace to them. More-
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over, in view of the manner in which
God made the covenant, they can also
ook forward to thetimewhen intheir
final darkness and horror of Satanic
captivity He will cometo them asthe
“smoking furnace” and “burning
lamp.”

1. For more general information on theis-
sueof God's* Jehovah-ness’ and grace, see
the video series A Short History of God's
Programwith Isradl.

2. For some further information on this
matter, see the Second Quarter 1997 edi-
tion of The Enjoy The Bible Quarterly.

3. For further information about the
Davidic Covenant and its five mandates,
see the video series A Short History of
God’s Programwith Israel, and A Psalms
Primer.

4, For more information about the time of
Israel’s final deliverance, see the video
series Israel’s Blessed Hope.

-

I Kings7:26 compared with

Il Chronicles4:5
2 And it (the molten sea) was
an hand breadth thick, and the
brim thereof was wrought like
the brim of a cup, with flowers
of lilies: it contained two thou-
sand baths. (I Kings 7:26)

5 And the thickness of it (the
molten sea) was an hand-
breadth, and the brim of it like
the work of the brim of a cup,
with flowers of lilies; and it re-
ceived and held three thou-
sand baths. (Il Chronicles 4:5)

Why is it that | Kings 7:26 and I
Chronicles 4:5 do not agree? It is
obvious that the two verses are dealing
with the exact same thing. Yet they
differ by 1000 baths. Is this really an
example of a scribal error, as some say,
which would mean that the Bible does
have errors in it? Or is there another
reason why the accounts would differ?
Also, this is not the only example of
such a difference. Why are there a
number of other differences between
what | and Il Kings say and what | and
Il Chronicles say?

Thisisnot an exampleof a‘scribal
error’ atal. Instead what issaidin each

verseisaprecise statement of what is
truein view of what is being set forth
or described in each verse. Hence pay-
ing attention to exactly what each verse
saysiswhat is needed. For though the
two verses are dealing with the exact
same subject — the molten sea— their
purpose is not exactly the same when
it comes to describing it. Thisis evi-
dent by taking note of the exact word-
ing in each verse.

Noticecarefully inl Kings 7:26 that
thetext says, “.... it CONTAINED two
thousand baths.” However in Il
Chronicles 4:5 the text says, “...; and
it RECEIVED AND HELD threethou-
sand baths.” “Contained” and “re-
ceived and held” do not mean the ex-
act samething. Thewordsaretwo dif-
ferent expressionsin English and they
are saying two different thingsin En-
glish. Though we might have a ten-
dency to use words such as “contain”
and “hold” inasynonymousway when
talking about the volume of some sub-
stancein avessal or container, the con-
cepts are not synonymous by nature
and they do differ in meaning.

“Hold,” when referring to the vol-
ume capacity of avessel, refersto its
maximum capacity. Hence when we
talk about thefact that avessel hasbeen
filled toitsmaximum, wesay, ‘It can’'t
hold anymore.” Or when we want to
know what the maximum capacity is
of some vessel we commonly ask,
‘How much does that hold?

“Contain,” on the other hand, does
not by nature designate the maximum
volume capacity of a vessdl. Instead,
it refers to the amount of actual or
useable contentsin thevessel, whether
or not the vessdl isfilled to its maxi-
mum holding capacity. And with this
discrimination of terms there is no
‘problem’ with the two verses.

In | Kings 7:26 the text is stating
the useable and functional volume of
baths* contained” in the molten seaas
it fulfilled its purpose and the priests
made use of it. And as such it “con-
tained two thousand baths.” In Il
Chronicles 4:5, however, the text is

stating what the molten sea “received
and held,” which is the issue of what
it wastotally capable of holding. And
this, as the verse states, was “three
thousand baths.” Hence its total hold-
ing capacity was 1000 baths more than
its proper functional capacity.

So then there is no ‘scribal error’
here at all, but rather two precise and
accurate statements about the molten
seg, inview of thefact that the molten
seaisbeing looked at and described in
two different ways.

Now thisissue of something being
looked at and described from two dif-
ferent perspectives, or in two differ-
ent ways, is what needs to be recog-
nized and taken into account when it
comesto dealing with the other differ-
ences you mention. For example, the
difference in what Il Kings 24:8 says
about Jehoiachin’s reign when com-
pared with what Il Chronicles 36:9
says about it. Moreover there is also
the need to pay close attention to ex-
actly what is recorded in the immedi-
ate, near, and remote contexts of each
statement. For their respective contexts
supply pertinent information that has
adirect bearing upon why one account
will say one thing and the other some-
thing el se, even when they are dealing
with the same subject.

Therefore, (and to put it very sim-
ply), what needsto be understood first
and foremost isthat the Samuel/Kings
account and the Chroniclesaccount are
deliberately separate and different ac-
counts; and God has designed them to
be so. The Samuel/Kings account
comesfirst, with it being more or less
purely historical in its rendering and
reckoning, asit followsthe arrival of,
and development of, the contracted
Courses of Punishment of the Law in
Israel’s history. However the
Chronicles account views the history
and its events from the Divine view-
point, and as such provides a particu-
lar type of commentary to the history
that issignificant in anumber of ways.
In view of thisit makes sense for the
Chronicles account to differ in some
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of itsrecorded detail s, seeing that God
can reckon time, generations, royal
lines, and thelike, differently than man
does; especialy if maniseither ignor-
ing or unable to reckon things as God
does, and is therefore handicapped
when it comes to perceiving things
properly from God' s perspective.
Furthermore the amount of infor-
mation and the kind of information that
is contained within the context of one
account also hasadirect bearing upon
the kind of statement that the account
will make. Thisisparticularly true, for
example, when dealingwith akingand
how long he reigned, or when it was
that he began toreign; like Jehoiachin.

Needless to say, therefore, it can
require a patient and careful detailed
examination of all of the recorded de-
tailsin each account to begin to come
to gripswith all that wasgoingon at a
particular time in Isragl’s history and
to realize the effects of it al. Add to
this the reasons that God has for hav-
ing two separate and distinct accounts
of the ‘kingdom-time’ in His nation’s
history, and it should be clear that dif-
ferences in the accounts are going to
exist. But they are not going to exist
because of careless record-keeping,
scribal errors, or anything like that.
Instead differences are going to exist
because thetwo distinct accountsserve
two distinct purposes in God's testi-
mony, which requires at times differ-
ing (not contradictory at all, but actu-
ally complimentary) information to be
presented, and differing systems of
reckoning being used.

The ‘problems’ only exist if (1)
someone assumes that the two ac-
countsare supposed to beidentical; (2)
that the situationsin Samariaand Judah
at thetimesin view could not produce
reasonsfor needing totalk about acer-
tain king' sreigning with respect to two
different ages or periods of duration;
and (3) that God does not have a sig-
nificant reason for having two distinct
accounts of the ‘kingdom-time’ in
Israel’ sprogram and history that might
makeit so that He wants certain rulers

to havetheir periods of reigning looked
at from two different perspectives.
When these kinds of assumptions are
not made, then the very idea of there
being contradictionsor problemsinthe
two accounts can beginto vanish away.
And then real understanding and edi-
fication about thistimein Isragl’shis-
tory and program can start taking place.

-

Exodus 34:7
7 Keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and
that will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children,
and upon the children’s chil-
dren, unto the third and to the

... differences are
going to exist
because the two
distinct accounts
serve two distinct
purposes in God’s
testimony,...

fourth generation. (Exodus
34:7)

What is the difference between the
terms “iniquity,” “transgression,” and
“sin™? There must be a difference for
all three words to be used.

That there isadifference in mean-
ing is obvious, just as you point out.
And though thewords are synonymous
in the sensethat they each can be used
to generaly denote or describe that
which is contrary to God's will, they
differ especialy in where they lay the
emphasis.

“Sin” is the most fundamental of
thethreeterms, denoting asit doesthe
plain and simple fundamental issue of
something being contrary to, or avio-
lation of, God’s will. Hence when
something is declared to be a “sin”
that’swhat it is; an act or deed that is
contrary to God's will; a violation of

Hiswill. We speak of men being ‘sin-
ners by nature because by nature men
do things that go contrary to God's
will; that violate His will. When, for
example, Paul certifies the reality of
both Jew and Gentile being “under sin”
in Romans 3:9ff, he sets forth a spe-
cific listing of indictments from the
Scripture that detail specific acts of
contrariness to God's will and viola-
tions of it. This, once again, is what
theterm “sin” conveys.

“Transgression” isusually used in
contexts where God has set forth par-
ticular commandments that He wants
kept, or particular prohibitionsthat He
wants enforced. For this reason the
term is commonly used in connection
with the Law and we commonly speak
of ‘transgressions of thelaw.” Assuch
the term denotes doing something that
directly goes against conformity to
what God said to do or not to do. And
since*“transgression” denotestheissue
of going directly against what God
said, itistheword that by its meaning
is designed to make the transgressor
aware of thefact that hehassinned. In
other words the word “ transgression”
makes sin personal, so to speak. It
makes someone realize that they have
‘gone out of theway’ that conformsto
God's Righteousness and Holiness,
and they have done that because by
nature they “sin.”

“Iniquity” isthe term that denotes
the offensiveness and repul sive nature
that belongs to sin and all of its ex-
pressions. It istheterm that describes
the offensiveness of sin to God, spe-
cifically to His perfect Righteousness
and Holiness. Hence “sin” is not only
the violation of God's will, it also is
an offenseto Him. Hereactsto it. His
perfect Righteousness and His pure
Holiness abhors it. There is a revul-
sion to it, and “iniquity” is the term
that stresses this aspect of things.

The contexts in which God uses
each of the words governs the reason
for why He uses one word instead of
another, or why He usesthemin com-
bination.
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For example in Exodus 34:7 all
three words are used because al three
issues are issues God wants Isragl to
be confronted with in view of entering
into the Law covenant with Him. Sim-
ply put, they enteredinto that L aw cov-
enant because of their high-
mindedness about themselves. They
did not look upon themselvesin truth.
They thought themselves to be differ-
ent by nature from Gentiles and that
as such they were naturally fit to be
utilized by God in His plan and pur-
pose. They thought that they naturally
were pleasant to God, pleased Him,
being different from others. Moreover
just previous to entering into the Law
covenant they responded negatively to
the issue of God educating them in
their need for His“ Jehovah-ness’ and
grace in view of the fact that they are
not different by nature.

Hence when they entered into the
Law covenant they enteredinto arela-
tionship with God whereby they would
end up ‘learning the hard way’ thetruth
about themselves. By means of the
ministration of the Law they would
learn the truth that they were sinners
by nature, who transgress what God
saysto them, and who in doing so pro-
duceiniquity in God’ ssight. Moreover
they would also learn that if it was not
for God being “full of mercy” and the
like, and if it was not for His “Jeho-
vah-ness’ by which Hewould be able
toforgivetheir “iniquity and transgres-
sionand sin,” they would never beable
to be madefit to be utilized by Himin
His plan and purpose.

-
Matthew 24:34
34 Verily | say unto you, This
generation shall not pass, till

all these things be fulfilled.
(Matthew 24:34)

How can this statement be true when
it is evident that the generation of men
which lived at the time the Lord was
on the earth is long gone, and
numerous other generations of men
have occurred since then?

The “generation” that the Lord
speaks about isnot theissue of a‘ gen-
eration of time.” In other words it is
not aspan of timethat the Lord istalk-
ing about. It is not the issue of a span
of time of about 30 to 40 years, which
iswhat isusually given for a‘genera-
tion of time.’” Often people think of it
this way because it is the first mean-
ing of “generation” that seemsto come
to their mind. But it is not the only
meaning belonging to the term, and it
isnot the meaning in what the Lord is
saying.

Instead the Lord is using “genera-
tion” inamorefundamental sense, and
in the way that it has primarily been
used by God since the commencement

...This ‘generation
of apostasy’ was
closing in on its
ultimate state of
apostasy during
the Lord’s pres-
ence and ministry
in Israel.

of the climactic stage in Isragl’s pro-
gram when the “gospel of the king-
dom” began to be preached to Israel.
The Lord isusing “generation” in the
sense of ‘ something that has been pro-
duced, formed, or generated’; (like
when we speak of a stereo system and
its ‘generation of sound,” or a car en-
gine and its ‘generation of power.")
Wherefore the “generation” the Lord
is particularly speaking about is the
‘generation of apostasy’ that has been
produced, or generated, in Isragl since
thebeginning of Israel’ srebelliousness
and contrarinessto God, but especially
from the time of the beginning of the
Fifth Course of Punishment.

Whentheclimactic stageinlsragl’s
program began with the ministry of
John the Baptist and the preaching of
the “gospel of the kingdom” God
pointedly begantoindict Israel for the

climactic level of apostasy that had
developed or generated in them
through their vain religious|eadership
and its system. He called them a* gen-
eration of vipers’ and the like, declar-
ing not only what they had generated
from, but what they had generated into
in His sight. In connection with this
He also declared the issue of dedicat-
ing this ‘generation of apostasy’ to
destruction in the day of His wrath,
which would cometo passin thefifth
and final installment to the Fifth
Course of Punishment.

This *generation of apostasy’ was
closingin onitsultimate state of apos-
tasy during the Lord's presence and
ministry in Israel. Itsnext tolast act of
climactic apostasy, so to speak, oc-
curred when they rejected the Lord
Jesus Christ and killed Him. Itslast act
of apostasy, (and the onethat will make
it the generation of God's wrath and
that will bring the Lord’ sday of wrath
upon it), will take place during the
opening section to the fifth and final
installment to the Fifth Course of Pun-
ishment. During that time | sragl’ sapos-
tasy will accept the Adversary’ schrist
for the real Christ. When that takes
place God will declare Israel’s ‘gen-
eration of apostasy’ to be“the genera-
tion of my wrath,” as foretold in the
prophets. God will then have His day
of wrath against it in the remainder of
thefifthinstallment to the Fifth Course
of Punishment, destroying it for good.

Thedestruction of, and passing out
of existence of, Israel’ s generation of
apostasy’ is what the Lord is talking
about in Matthew 24. There He out-
linesfor His apostlesthe major events
and occurrences in the fifth and final
installment to the Fifth Course of Pun-
ishment. And as He says, it will take
the fulfillment of al of the things He
sets forth in that outline in order for
“this generation” of Israel’s apostasy
to pass, or to pass out of existence and
be no more.

Now when God suspended Hispro-
gram with Israel and brought in this
present dispensation of Gentile grace
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in accordance with “the mystery of
Christ,” Israel’s *generation of apos-
tasy’ was also mercifully prevented
from culminating its apostasy. And it
continues to be prevented from doing
so for aslong as this dispensation re-
mains in effect. Nevertheless Israel’s
‘generation of apostasy’ continues to
exist and the people of Israel continue
to operate in accordance with it, and
will do so throughout this present dis-
pensation.

Howbeit when this present dispen-
sation is concluded and God resumes
His program with Israel, and the Ad-
versary isthen allowed to present them
with hischrist, the* generation of apos-
tasy’ will then culminate its apostasy
by accepting the antichrist. This will
congtitute it to be the generation of
God' swrath, which isdoomed to pass
away by thefulfilling of all the things
the Lord sets forth in outline form in
Matthew 24.

Exodus19:7-8

” And Moses came and called
for the elders of the people,
and laid before their faces all
these words which the LORD
commanded him.

8 And all the people answered
together, and said, All that the
LORD hath spoken we will do.
And Moses returned the
words of the people unto the
LORD. (Exodus 19:7-8)

When the children of Israel chose to
enter into the Law covenant with God,
was this a fully informed decision about
what the Law would be like based
solely upon what Exodus 19:4-6
records that God said to them? Or did
they make their decision on more
information than that?

First off my understanding is that
when verse 7 states that Moses “laid
before their faces all these words
which the LORD commanded him,”
that thisrefersspecifically to thewords
that the LORD commanded Mosesin
verses 3-6 to say to them. When the
LORD ended His charge to Mosesin
verse 6 by saying, “These are the

wordswhich thou shalt speak unto the
children of Isragl,” this underscores
that M oseswasto speak these specific
words to them; nothing more, nothing
less. Wherefore | take verse 7 to be
saying that when Moses called “the
elders of the people” and “laid before
their faces all these words which the
LORD commanded him,” that he gave
the elders the LORD’ s specific words
of verses 46 precisely and in such a
way in order to ensurethat they would
in turn give those exact same specific
wordsto “all the people.” Hencel am
persuaded from what it says that the
specific words of verses 4-6 are the
issue.

However thereissomething to what
you say about them having ‘more in-
formation.” But it occursabit later af -
ter the people responded to the
LORD’s words of 19:4-6 by saying,
“All that the LORD hath spoken we
will do”; and after “Mosesreturned the
words of the people unto the LORD.”

As the rest of chapter 19 and fol-
lowing goes on to relate, God did not
immediately confirm the Law cov-
enant on the people. Though they had
rejected being dealt with solely by
God's “ Jehovah-ness’ and grace, and
had made that decision knowingly and
with their ‘eyesopen,” God did some-
thing significant before actually con-
firming the covenant upon them and
‘locking them in,” so to speak, to the
foolishness of their hearts. He merci-
fully gave them the opportunity to see
the foolishness of what they had de-
cided, and to reconsider it, before the
covenant became binding upon them.
God did thispurely onthe basisof His
“Jehovah-ness’ and grace. For, (just as
His “Jehovah-ness’ declares about
Him), Heis“The LORD, The LORD
God, merciful and gracious,...” And
being “merciful and gracious’ Hegave
them thisopportunity. Thisiswhat the
rest of chapter 19 through the end of
chapter 23 setsforth.

Wherefore astherest of chapter 19
through the end of chapter 23 relate,
God not only showed Israel what deal-

ing with Him on the basis of their fool-
ish decision would be like, He also
gavethem the“tenor” of the Law cov-
enant in theten commandments, along
with a specific and telling condensa-
tion of the “judgments’ the covenant
contains. Moreover God aso warned
them about dealing with His“ Angel,”
whom they had better not “provoke.”
All of this God mercifully set before
Israel before the actual confirming of
the covenant took place.

Once this was done, as chapter 24
relates, God prepared them for the ac-
tual confirming of the covenant. And
in accordance with the mercy of His
“Jehovah-ness’ God gave them two
more opportunitiesto ‘ back out,” soto
speak, before the covenant became
binding on them. However they re-
mained steadfast in their original de-
cision. They refused to ‘ circumcisethe
foreskin of their heart.” Hence ‘in the
mouth of the two or three witnesses
of their own testimony, the word was
confirmed. Thecovenant thereforewas
confirmed upon them, and they were
bound to it and its consequences.

So even though their original deci-
sion of Exodus 19:8 in responseto the
specific words of 19:4—6 was made
knowingly, and was enough to bind the
covenant uponthemin view of theedu-
cation that God had given to them dur-
ing the previous three months, the
LORD mercifully gave them the op-
portunity to reconsider and repent of
that decision. It is during the time of
Exodus 19:10-23:33 that God gave
them ‘more information’ about the
foolishness of their decision, and mer-
cifully tried to ‘lead them to repen-
tance.” But they wereimpenitent.

So then the details of Exodus
19:10-23:33 are what need to be stud-
ied when it comesto understanding and
appreciating the ‘fully informed’ de-
cision that Israel made when they re-
jected the issue of God dealing with
them on the basis of His “Jehovah-
ness’ and grace, choosing the Law cov-
enant instead. — K. R. Blades
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Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
of all available materials:

Enjoy The Bible Ministries

P.O. Box 1586

Matthews, NC 28106

or visit www.EnjoyTheBible.org

Bible Study
Resources

1.888.2TIM.215 (voice mail only)

VIDEO & AUDIO

The Adoption Of Sons (A Primer to Sonship)

Being treated by God as adult sons is a great privilege of God's grace
that we enjoy in this dispensation of grace. This series servesasaprimer
on this wonderful doctrine. 3 hour study

VIABOTAPE. ....veeececvr ettt $7USS$ICAN

Basic Bible Comprehension

A conciseyet thorough examination of what it meansto berightly divid-
ing the word of truth so that the Bible is properly handled. Failure to
understand and employ this basic command that God gave through the
Apostle Paul is the main reason for so much unsound Bible teaching.
The distinctive ministry and message of the Apostle Paul, which is the
reason why the Bible must be rightly divided, is examined in this se-
ries.12 hour study

VidEO tAPE.......viiceccieree ettt $15US $20CAN
AUAIO TAPE. ... $15US $20CAN
The Battle On The Cross

This 8 hour study examines the strategic confrontation that took place
on the cross between our Lord and the Adversary. 8 hour study
VidEO tAPE. ..ottt $13US $18CAN

The Benefits Of Understanding Israel’s Program

Even though we live in the dispensation of God's grace and Isradl’s
program is temporarily suspended, God has designed for us to benefit
from understanding His program with Israel. This series surveys those
benefits. 3 hour study

VIdEO LAPE........cceiecvctereieiee ettt $7US $9CAN

The Bible: The Preserved Word Of God

God' s word has aways been subjected to the attacks of the Adversary.
These attacks have taken many forms, but the principal aim has always
been to produce doubt in the mind of the one hearing God’ sword and to
cause the question to be asked, “ Yea, hath God said?’ This course exam-
inesthe issues pertaining to the Divine preservation of the Bible so that
aknowledgeabl e and confident response can be madeto such attacks. 22
hour study

VidEO tAPE.......viiecececrcrete ettt $36US $44CAN

Biblical Earth Science And Astronomy

This 10-hour study examines the fundamentals of what God says about
the heavens and earth He has created. 10 hour study

VidEO tAPE. ..ot $18US $23CAN

Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in
supporting this
ministry!
e

Counterfeiting The Power Of God

Counterfeiting the power of God has always been part of Satan’stactics,
and this is especialy true in this dispensation of grace. This seriesisa
brief introduction to what the Apostle Paul teaches us on this matter,
with specia emphasis placed upon the counterfeiting of spiritual gifts.
3 hour study

VidEO tAPE.....c.eecviecic et $7US $9CAN

Educating Angels

This 12 hour study examines the fundamentals of the impact of thisdis-
pensation of grace upon the angelic realm, and especially the privilege
of God' sgrace unto usto be educating angelstoday in some very impor-
tant matters. 12 hour study

VidEO taPE....c.eecveecieeececeeee e $20US $27CAN
AUIO tPE......cueieeeciee et $24US $32CAN

The Effectual Working of God’s Word - Part 1

(Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp 1999)

In accordance with what Godliness is all about, God has designed for
His word to effectually work within us and for it to accomplish some
very specific thingsin our Christian lives. This series of studies exam-
ines both the fundamental reality of this and just how it is that God's
word effectually works within usto accomplish what He has designed it
to do, aswe believe the specific doctrines that He has given to usin this
dispensation.

VIOBOTADE ... $15US$20CAN

The Effectual Working of God’s Word - Part 2

(Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp 2000)

This series of studies builds upon the general issues regarding the effec-
tual working of God’ sword examinedin Part 1. In particular it examines
the effectual working of some specific doctrines given to us in |
Corinthians designed by God to materially change the way we think
about, and respond to, four of the hallmark featuresto thisworld’ svaue
system.

VIOBOTADE ... s $15US$20CAN

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES

A six-part study dealing with each of the doctrines described by the
Apostle Paul as essential: « Pauline Authority & Godly Edification
« |srael and the Mystery » Godly Sanctification « Spiritual Gifts « Suffer-
ings and ¢ Death, the Rapture, & the Lord’s Day. 30 hour study
VidEOTAPE. .....cvcvevcreretee s $47US$63CAN
Audio tapes:
Introduction - A survey of thesix essentia doctrines; 2hours..... AUSS6CAN
Part 1 - PaulineAuthority & Godly Edification; 4 hours.... 88US$11CAN
Part 2- Israel andtheMystery; 4hours...........cceeeeeeeenes $8US$11CAN
Part 3- Godly Sanctification; 4hours............cccceeeuenenee. $BUS$11CAN
Part 4 - Spiritual Gifts; 8hours.............. s $16US$22CAN
Part 5- Sufferings; 4 hours..........ccoeveeeeeecceeeseeceenes $8US$11CAN
Part 6 - Degth, the Rapture, & theLord’ sDay; 4 hour study... $8US$11CAN

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is managed by a few volunteers, who not only work their own jobs but who also give
of their free time to look after the website, fill orders, respond to email, and the like. This means that there are
times when we may not be available or are not able to respond to matters as quickly as we would like. Therefore
if you contact us, please understand that there may be a delay in responding to you.




“rightly dividing the word of truth” 11 Timothy 2:15

Enjoy The Bible Ministriesis an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound

doctrine.” Thereis no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” is the founda
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

S organization we use avariety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible. )
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- BOOK SAND BOOKLETS - - LENDING LIBRARY -

Satan and His Plan of Evil
384 pages * 12 Chapters * Fold-out Chart
Softcover « Scripture Index

Our Lending Library is now up
and running. Just about all of our

1-4 copies.............. $15.00US $18.00CAN . .

5-9 COPIES...rrr..o.. $13.50US $16.00CAN materials are now available for

10+ COPIES.....vennn.... $12.00US $14.50CAN loan through the Library, and we
=

are quite pleased with the initial

response. The library will have a
minimum of one, maybe two, copies of each
study offered by Enjoy the Bible Ministries.

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Makeit Clear! Makeit Plain!
40 pages * Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN
S If you would like to make use of the Lending
Have you ever wondered what Library, contact...
Heaven is Like?
40 pages * Softcover

1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN . . . .
10+ COpIES.........$2.00US $3.00CAN Enjoy TheBibleL ending Library

s P. O. Box 1306
A Very Simple Survey of Arlington Heights, IL 60006-1306
THE BIBLE: Volume I

or
40 pages * Softcover _
email at:
GENESIS: Volume II library@EnjoyTheBible.org

56 pages ¢ Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN




