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ENJOY THE BIBLE

Do You Have the Dew of Your Youth?
– A Brief Look at this Vital Need –

Of all of the commonly identified stages of life,
the time of our youth is often considered the best
time of life. For generally speaking in our youth

we not only have a natural abundance of physical energy,
vigor, and vitality, but since we are in the opening portion of
our adulthood we also have a freshly awakening zest for
life. Hence our spirits are motivated by a strong zeal to ‘ex-
perience life’ and to explore it. To find out where we want to
fit in with what is going on in the world, and to figure out
what ‘the world has to offer us,’ as the saying goes.

In fact since the time of youth is naturally characterized
by such a physical vigor and zest for life, (and because these
desirable qualities are so fondly cherished), it is often comi-
cally quipped that ‘it is too bad that youth needs to be wasted
on the young.’

Likewise since it is during our youth that we make so
many significant and important life-style decisions and
choices, it is not surprising that later on in our lives we often
ascribe our successes or our failures to what we did with
our youth, or to what our focus was during our youth. Hence
we frequently hear people either expressing gratitude for
the fortunes and discipline of their youth, or else lamenting
about the folly and waste of a ‘misspent youth.’

Wherefore the time of youth with its abundance of en-
ergy and zeal is naturally extolled by the world, even glamor-
ized. And though much of this is purely carnal and sensual
both in focus and motive, it is not entirely without a measure
of justification.

For setting the norms, standards, and values of this un-
godly world aside, youth truly is a very special and highly
significant stage of life. For since it is the opening portion of
adulthood, then in particular this means that it is the time of
life when a young adult needs to make certain kinds of deci-
sions and choices which by their very nature go a long way
in determining what the balance of his adulthood will be like.

But of all these decisions and choices that need to be
made, the most important are the ones that result in him ac-

quiring the proper kind of virtues that will enable him to
succeed at adult living.

OurSonshipYouth
Now there is no context in which the time of youth is

more meaningful, (and during which there is more at stake),
than in the context of our sonship status in this present dis-
pensation of God’s grace. And so when it comes to us mak-
ing the kinds of decisions and choices that determine what
our adult sonship lives will be like, there are none more im-
portant than those that we are given to make at the outset of
our sonship youth when God our Father provides for us to
acquire our proper and necessary sonship virtues.

For our sonship virtues are what effectually shape, de-
termine, and ensure what the quality and worth of our sonship
living will be. And as such they are vital and powerful vir-
tues, which when we acquire them and operate upon them
they function as the dew of our youth.

For they are virtues which first of all act like the ‘dew of
the morning’ in our inner man, energizing and thrilling us so
that we want to live our sonship lives by awakening us to the
reality that nothing in this world compares with getting our
sonship edification and living out our sonship. But then like
dew that also freshens and invigorates a plant for the day
ahead they work to supply our hearts with the kind of spiri-
tual zest and vibrancy that we need in order to engage in the
work of receiving our sonship education and to put it into
practice.

However unlike the natural dew that is either soon used
up, or evaporates away, the virtues of our sonship youth are
designed to become the permanent dew of our youth. For
they are designed to continue to effectually work within us
with the same capacity, (and even a growing capacity), to
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freshen and to invigorate us as when they be-
gan. For our Father has purposed that they
should remain condensed on our hearts, (and
He has equipped them with the ability to do so),
where they have the power to continually work
throughout the full course of our sonship lives,
constantly supplying us with their dew-like quali-
ties right to the end, and so ensuring the quality
and worth of our sonship living.

Now just as a father hopes to be able to
commend his son for receiving his sonship edu-
cation and for successfully living out the course
of his sonship life from start to finish, so God
our Father desires to do the same with us. And
as part of His commendation in that day He
desires to say to us, ‘You have the dew of your
youth’ –– a commendation which up until now
He has only pronounced to His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Yet this is a commendation which we like-
wise can receive in accordance with our
Father’s goal of ‘conforming us to the image of
His Son.’

TheDewofourSonshipYouth
Now the full scope of our sonship youth

runs from the time when our Father first teaches
us that He has given us “the adoption of sons,”
through to the time when by the effectual work-
ing of the curriculum for our sonship edification
He is able to begin to deal with us about mat-
ters whereby we are able to become mature
‘wise men’ both in knowledge and in manner of
living. But once again it is at the outset of our
sonship youth that we are given to acquire ‘the
dew of our youth.’

Specifically therefore it is during the time
of our sonship orientation and establishment in
Romans 8:14–39 that our Father provides for
us to acquire our proper and necessary sonship
virtues with their dew-like qualities.

And so in accordance with the three main
components that there are to our sonship estab-
lishment in Romans 8:16–39, (which specifically
provide the means for the dew of our youth to
be fully generated within us), the dew of our
sonship youth is composed of the following three
main virtues:

(1) the virtue of being devoted to getting
our vocational education come what may, as
well as being committed to becoming profi-
cient in carrying out the operations of our
Father’s business, because we are far more

impressed with the opportunity to be edu-
cated and trained in His business of being
His “new creature,” as well as with the op-
portunity to invest our time and energy in
His operations, than with any thing else.

Logically this is the first and foremost vir-
tue that we need to acquire, seeing that the
success of our sonship life depends so much
upon how dedicated and committed we are to
getting our sonship education and to living our
sonship life.

(2) the virtue of having implicit faith in
whatever our Father teaches us in the cur-
riculum for our education because we not
only know that He is trustworthy, but be-
cause we know that His curriculum for our
education is perfectly suited to its task and
is flawless, with the result that we do not
foolishly distrust or doubt any of His teach-
ings or instructions, nor faithlessly ques-
tion His wisdom, motives, or fidelity.

This virtue is also naturally essential to our
successful sonship living, especially in view of
the numerous challenges, demands, and diffi-
culties that we will encounter.

And (3) the virtue of having unwaver-
ing loyalty to doing things our Father’s way,
and to fulfilling His business operations,
because we know that His way is the best
and only way, and we are convinced of His
word’s mighty power to operate within us,
with the result that we do not compromise,
alter, or refuse any of our Father’s opera-
tions, nor become self-willed.

Likewise this virtue is also essential to
successful sonship living. For it not only works
to provide against us being cunningly enticed,
fooled, or overthrown by opposition, but it also
works to prevent us from being deterred or
thwarted by any weakening of our resolve or
by the draining of our courage.

In addition it works to prevent us from
deceiving ourselves by means of rationaliza-
tions and self-debates that are based upon our
own personal preferences rather than our
Father’s express will.

[N.B. To review the basics of our sonship estab-
lishment in Romans 8:16–39 and its provision for gener-
ating the dew of our youth, see for example the previ-
ous ETB Quarterly articles, Are You an Optimist or a
Pessimist? Third Quarter 2003; A Weak Link, Third
Quarter 2006; A Strong Link, Fourth Quarter 2006.]
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Now of these three virtues the sec-
ond is the central one, and therefore
the chief or controlling virtue. For with-
out it our devotion to receiving our vo-
cational education will not amount to
very much, nor will our loyalty to doing
things our Father’s way last very long.

Nevertheless all three virtues are
absolutely vital by nature, with each
making its own indispensable contribu-
tion to ensuring that we are successful
at living out our sonship lives.

VitalVirtues Indeed
To underscore just how vital these

three virtues are, let’s briefly look at
two lessons about them from the past.

First let’s look at what we might
call Israel’s misspent youth. For from
it  we will see God point out the folly of
failing to acquire the dew of sonship
youth, and how that without it a son is
insufficiently fit and ill-equipped for liv-
ing his sonship life.

Then by way of stark contrast we
will look at our Lord’s well-spent
youth. In doing so we will not only see
that He perfectly acquired the dew of
His youth, but we will especially see
that during all of the rigors of His
earthly ministry He manifested how the
dew-like qualities of each of the three
virtues powerfully and constantly op-
erated within Him to ensure the suc-
cess, (and the successful completion),
of the ministry He was given to carry
out.

For this reason God the Father not
only commended Christ for having the
dew of His youth, but in doing so He
also pronounced how that it is the
power of the dew of Christ’s youth
which guarantees that He will also per-
fectly carry out and fulfill all of the re-
maining work to His sonship life.

Israel�s Misspent Youth
The three virtues that comprise the

dew of sonship youth actually should
sound somewhat familiar to us. In other
words we should have the feeling that
we have come across them before in
God’s word. And sure enough we have.

For since sonship is not unique to
us in this present dispensation of God’s
grace, but it is primarily part of God’s
program with Israel, (and God has
much to say about it in Israel’s pro-
gram), then it is not surprising that God
has spoken about the three virtues of
sonship youth before.

And even though I have defined
and described each of the virtues par-
ticularly as they pertain to our sonship
today, they are nonetheless the very
same virtues that God showed Israel
that they did not naturally possess,
when in Moses’ day ‘He called His son
(Israel) out of Egypt.’

So it was then that when God had
to reprove Israel for their carnal pride,
presumption, and high-minded thinking
about themselves, (and at the same
time worked to educate them in their
absolute need for His “Jehovah-ness”
and grace), He also purposefully ex-
posed that they had significant deficien-
cies in their heart. Deficiencies which
should have told them that they were
not truly fit to receive their full voca-
tional education and training in God’s
business, nor were they ready to begin
to participate in it, like they thought they
were.

Having therefore addressed them
as His “son,” (and through Moses hav-
ing called them unto Himself in order
to present them with the privileges, the
responsibilities, and the fruits of being
in a sonship relationship with Him), God
particularly worked at pointedly expos-
ing how that they were deficient in the
three necessary and vital virtues of
sonship youth.

Wherefore at the end of that time,
(and especially after their numerous
and repeated failures), God had Moses
say to them...

2 And thou shalt remember all
the way which the LORD thy
God led thee these forty years
in the wilderness, to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to
know what was in thine heart,
whether thou wouldest keep
his commandments, or no.

3 And he humbled thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and
fed thee with manna, which
thou knewest not, neither did
thy fathers know; that he
might make thee know that
man doth not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth
of the LORD doth man live.
(Deuteronomy 8:2–3)

Now when God specifically had
Moses say “that he might make thee
know that man doth not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of the
LORD doth man live,” He actually re-
proved Israel for not possessing the first
and foremost virtue of sonship youth.

For when a “son of God” is thrilled
by his Father’s business, and by his
opportunity to be trained in it, (and as
such acquires the sonship virtue of hum-
bly devoting himself to receiving and
learning his sonship education, and to
becoming proficient in the operations
of his Father’s business), then he
knows that he must live by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God his Father. And what’s more he
does it.

Likewise when Moses said to Is-
rael...

16 Ye shall not tempt the
LORD your God, as ye
tempted him in Massah.
(Deuteronomy 6:16)

...God reproved them for not pos-
sessing the second needful virtue of
sonship youth.

For when a “son of God” knows
that his Father is trustworthy, and so
he has acquired the sonship virtue of
having implicit faith in whatever his Fa-
ther teaches him or instructs him to do,
then he does not distrust Him or doubt
Him, nor does he faithlessly question
or tempt Him.

And again when Moses said...

13 Thou shalt fear the LORD
thy God, and serve him, and
shalt swear by his name.
(Deuteronomy 6:13)
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...He reproved Israel for not pos-
sessing the third of the three vital vir-
tues of sonship youth.

For when a “son of God” knows
that his Father’s way is the best way
and the only way, and as such has ac-
quired the virtue of having unwavering
loyalty to doing things his Father’s way
and to fulfilling His business operations,
then he does not betray Him or His
business. Nor does he compromise any
of His Father’s operations, nor act in a
self-willed manner.

In essence therefore Israel had a
misspent youth during the time of
Moses’ ministry. For by persisting in
the folly of their presumption and high-
mindedness, and by not humbling them-
selves in the face of God’s reproofs,
they not only failed to submit to their
need for God’s “Jehovah-ness” and
grace, but they also failed to perceive
the necessity of acquiring the vital vir-
tues of sonship youth.

Consequently Israel’s sonship was
put on hold, so to speak, until that time
in the outworking of their program
when through “the ministration of the
spirit” they, (like us in this present dis-
pensation), are enabled to acquire the
vital virtues of sonship youth.

Therefore Israel’s misspent youth
serves as a clear ensample unto us of
just how insufficiently fit and ill-
equipped a son is for living his sonship
life, if he does not have the dew of
his youth.

TheLord�sWell-Spent Youth
As was previously noted, the

Lord’s sonship youth stands in stark
contrast to that of Israel’s misspent
youth. For during the time of His youth
the Lord perfectly acquired from the
Father each of the three vital virtues.

What’s more during the balance of
the time of His sonship youth each of
the virtues also fully developed and op-
erated within Him, just as they are de-
signed to do.

And then they powerfully func-
tioned within Christ during the rigor-

ous course of the outworking of His
earthly ministry, effectually sustaining
Him by their power throughout all of
the challenges, trials, and demands that
He faced.

Yet this was just the beginning of
their function within Him. For the Lord
still possesses the dew of His sonship
youth right now.

In fact since the time when He as-
cended to sit at His Father’s right hand,
(and now also including the time of this
present dispensation of God’s grace),
Christ has been commended of His Fa-
ther for having the dew of His youth,
and also for what it means with respect
to the rest of His sonship life.

Therefore our Lord’s well-spent
youth serves as a clear ensample unto
us of just how sufficiently fit and per-
fectly equipped a son is for living his
sonship life, when he does have the
dew of his youth.

An ImportantConsideration
Before we look at the Lord’s

ensample, and focus our attention upon
the effectual working of the power of
the dew of His youth, it is important for
us to realize that the virtues of Christ’s
sonship youth are the very same as
those that we should have.

In other words the dew of Christ’s
sonship youth is not supernatural nor
extraordinary as if it has little or noth-
ing in common with the dew of our  own
sonship youth.

Nor was the effectual working of
the power of the three virtues within
Him something that exceeds, or is be-
yond the reach of, the kind of effectual
working that we can expect from them
within us.

But rather the dew of the Lord’s
sonship youth is composed of the very
same three virtues as we are given to
acquire. And we can benefit from the
same effectual working of their power
as the Lord did.

For when in accordance with the
Davidic Covenant “the Word was made
flesh” and became Jesus the Christ,
God the Father and the Lord Jesus en-
tered into the very sonship relation-
ship that God has designed to have
with man.

For this reason in the Davidic Cov-
enant God the Father said...

13a I will be his father, and he
shall be my son: (I Chronicles
17:13a)

And in Isaiah 9:6...

6a For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: (Isaiah
9:6a)

Hence God the Father dealt with
the Lord Jesus just ‘as a father’ would,
and the Lord responded to His Father
just as ‘a son’ should. And this included

Indeed this is what God the Father
does in Psalm 110 when He says...

1 The LORD said unto my
Lord, Sit thou at my right
hand, until I make thine en-
emies thy footstool.
2 The LORD shall send the
rod of thy strength out of Zion:
rule thou in the midst of thine
enemies.
3 Thy people shall be willing
in the day of thy power, in the
beauties of holiness from the
womb of the morning: THOU
HAST THE DEW OF THY
YOUTH. (Psalm 110:1–3)

Wherefore the virtues of the Lord’s
sonship youth are still operating within
Him with the same freshness and vi-
brancy as when He first acquired them.
And they will continue to so operate
within Him throughout each of the re-
maining stages of His sonship living that
are yet to come, just as Psalm 110 pro-
claims.

...the dew of the
Lord’s sonship
youth is com-

posed of the very
same three vir-
tues as we are

given to acquire.
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Him acquiring from the Father the very
same three vital virtues of sonship youth
that “the sons of God” in either of
God’s programs need to acquire.

This, once again, is important for
us to understand and appreciate, so that
we are properly impacted by the paral-
lels that exist between how the dew of
the Lord’s youth powerfully worked
within Him, and how the same dew
should work within us.

The Lord�s Ensample
In accordance with both the nor-

mal mechanics and the normal process
of sonship, the Lord first acquired the
vital virtues of sonship youth at the out-
set of His sonship life.

And once acquired they properly
settled and functioned like dew upon
His inner man, where they began ef-
fectually exerting their power within
Him that would ensure the quality and
worth of His sonship life right to the
end.

 Wherefore when at the beginning
of His earthly ministry the Lord en-
gaged in the operation of qualifying
Himself to function as Israel’s Re-
deemer, (which involved Him proving
Himself to be the perfect son/servant
that Israel was not), He boldly asserted
that each of the three vital virtues of
His sonship youth were effectually
working within Him by proclaiming
them to the devil.

Hence when He was tempted of
the devil to fail where Israel failed, the
Lord responded to the first temptation
by saying to Satan...

4b ..., It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God. (Mat-
thew 4:4b)

The Lord therefore boldly pro-
claimed to Satan that He had not only
acquired the first vital virtue of sonship
youth, but that He was fully and per-
fectly operating upon it.

Hence having been devoted to the
receiving of His sonship education from

His Father, He was committed to be-
ing proficient in carrying out His
Father’s operations, and to fulfilling
them, regardless of their effects upon
Himself.

Then to the second temptation the
Lord responded to Satan by saying...

7b ..., It is written again, Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God. (Matthew 4:7b)

Therefore the Lord boldly asserted
to Satan that He was operating upon
the second vital virtue of sonship youth.

For in having implicit faith in what-
ever His Father taught Him, or in-
structed Him to do, the Lord did not
distrust what His Father had told Him ,
nor would He question His wisdom, mo-
tives, or fidelity.

And then to the third temptation the
Lord responded to Satan by saying...

10b ..., Get thee hence, Sa-
tan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve.
(Matthew 4:10b)

In so saying the Lord boldly as-
serted that He was operating upon the
third of the three vital virtues of sonship
youth.

For in having unwavering loyalty to
doing things His Father’s way, and to
fulfilling each of His Father’s opera-
tions in their prescribed manner, the
Lord would not entertain the idea of
either compromising, altering, or refus-
ing His Father’s operation. Nor would

He entertain the pursuit of His own
will.

The Lord therefore perfectly pos-
sessed each of the three vital virtues
of sonship youth. And by the effectual
working of their power within Him He
successfully withstood the rigors of
being placed in the position of having
each virtue’s hold upon His heart
strained to the maximum, as both the
conditions of His qualifying and Satan’s
temptations worked at trying to dislodge
the virtues from His heart, and so dry
up the dew of His youth.

[N.B. For some basic information about
God proving Israel to be an imperfect son/ser-
vant, and about Christ being tempted of the
devil, see chapter 6 in the author’s book Satan

and His Plan of Evil.]

Permanently FreshandVibrant
Though the strain of qualifying

Himself to function as Israel’s Re-
deemer was certainly severe, the de-
mands and rigors of the Lord’s earthly
ministry had just begun to call upon the
power of the dew of His youth.

In fact as the Lord worked to ac-
complish each of the operations that His
Father entrusted Him to fulfill, (and by
the fulfillment of each He was inexo-
rably propelled on to performing the
excruciating operation of actually func-
tioning as the Redeemer), the dew of
His youth remained as fresh and vibrant
as ever.

For as was pointed out at the be-
ginning of this article, God the Father
has designed that the three vital virtues
of sonship youth should have perma-
nent freshness and vibrancy.

And this is true not only in His pro-
gram with Israel, but also in His pro-
gram with us in this present dispensa-
tion. For our Father has made it so that
the very information that generates the
three virtues within us in the first place,
is also fully equipped to constantly feed
them so that their dew-like qualities do
not evaporate, but remain condensed
and settled on our hearts.

Wherefore throughout the balance
of the Lord’s earthly ministry He con-

...(the Lord) boldly
asserted that each of
the three vital virtues
of His sonship youth

were effectually work-
ing within Him by pro-
claiming them to the

devil.
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tinued to powerfully operate upon the dew of His sonship
youth, manifesting and often even testifying that this was so.

For example by the permanent freshness and power of
the first vital virtue effectually working within Him, the Lord
not only received His sonship education from His Father, but
He put it into practice by ambitiously engaging in each op-
eration of His Father’s business from the first to the last. For
by the persistent dew of the first virtue He constantly deemed
His Father’s teachings and instructions, (as well as their ap-
plication to the fulfilling of His operations), to be the very
sustenance of His life.

Hence, for example, John 4 relates...

31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, say-
ing, Master, eat.
32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that
ye know not of.
33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath
any man brought him aught to eat?
34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will
of him that sent me, and to finish his work. (John
4:31–34)

Likewise the permanent power of the second virtue of
sonship youth also effectually worked within the Lord dur-
ing the full scope of His earthly ministry.

For by having implicit faith in what His Father had taught
Him about His operations, (whether in much detail or not),
the Lord did not foolishly distrust nor doubt any of His Father’s
teachings or instructions. Nor did He question the wisdom of
any operation, nor the way in which His Father wanted it
carried out.

Instead the Lord did something else entirely. For with
the persistent dew-like quality of the second virtue effectu-
ally working within Him, the Lord was equipped to consis-
tently perceive and acknowledge the wisdom and necessity
of His Father’s operations, and also the reasons behind
the way in which He wanted them to be accomplished.

For example, when the Lord had fulfilled His Father’s
operation of forcing Israel to manifest that it had truly be-
come the prophesied ‘generation of God’s wrath,’ He intelli-
gently proclaimed...

19b ...But wisdom is justified of her children. (Mat-
thew 11:19b)

For from His sonship education the Lord knew exactly
what His Father was doing and why. As such He knew where
this specific operation fit into the outworking of the program,
what it meant at that very time, and also the impact that it
was going to have from that point on in view of the way in
which it was accomplished.

Hence as Matthew 11 also goes on to testify...

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because

thou has hid these things from the wise and pru-
dent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
26 EVEN SO, FATHER: FOR SO IT SEEMED
GOOD IN THY SIGHT. (Matthew 11:25–26)

So then the second virtue of the dew of the Lord’s
sonship youth continued to effectually work within Him
throughout His earthly ministry, with as much freshness and
vitality as when He first acquired it.

Not surprisingly, therefore, we also find that the fresh-
ness and power of the third vital virtue of sonship youth
also continued to effectually work within the Lord.

Hence when the time came for Him to be “received up”
and to partake of His horrifying sufferings as the Redeemer,
He unwaveringly and without hesitation ‘set His face like a
flint’ and...

51 ...stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,
(Luke 9:51)

Moreover when in the hours before going to the cross
He was pointedly, as well as graphically, confronted with
the horrific agonies that were in store for Him, in His sonship
prayer He prayed...

36b ...Abba, Father, all things are possible unto
thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless
not what I will, but what thou wilt. (Mark 14:36b)

Hence even under this most extreme straining of the
hold that the third vital virtue of sonship youth had upon His
heart, its original dew-like freshness had not diminished and
its power held within Him and prevailed.

So then having perfectly acquired and developed the
three vital virtues of sonship youth, their dew-like freshness
and vibrancy constantly functioned within the Lord through-
out all the rigors of His earthly ministry.

Moreover they continue to remain condensed upon His
heart right now, where they are still as fresh and as vi-
brant as ever, and where their dew-like qualities will yet be
the source of His unquenchable fervency and vigor when
He carries out the operations of His day, and as He fulfills
all the remaining obligations of His sonship life.

Hence, as previously noted, in Psalm 110 God the Fa-
ther says to Him with commendation...

3b ...: thou hast the dew of thy youth. (Psalm
110:3b)

ThePower of theDewof Our OwnSonship Youth
Now in accordance with our Father’s prime objective

of conforming us to the image of His Son, (and as we en-
gage in the privilege of ‘suffering with Christ that we may
be also glorified together’), the course of our own sonship
lives involves us partaking of numerous prescribed demands,
challenges, and tribulations which are similar in nature to
those of Christ’s.
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Very simply put these range from similar type demands
associated with receiving our own sonship edification and
applying it to the details of our lives; to the various kinds of
challenges and labors involved in carrying out our Father’s
operations in this present dispensation; to the many intimi-
dating troubles and distresses that we can experience from
the increasingly fearsome tribulations and perils belonging to
“the sufferings of Christ,” and that come from the Adversary’s
policy of evil against us.

Yet despite all of the demands and challenges that we
can face; and despite the withering effect produced by ev-
ery trepidation; the power of the dew of our own sonship
youth is sufficient for us, just as it was with our Lord. It is of
sufficient strength to ensure both the successful living of our
sonship lives, and the undaunted completing of the course
prescribed by our sonship edification.

Therefore just as the dew-like quality of the first virtue
effectually worked within the Lord to give Him an insa-
tiable appetite for receiving and operating upon His
sonship education, and for working with His Father in
His operations, so also is it able to do the same within us.

And so if we have acquired the first virtue of the dew of
our sonship youth and it is operating within us, not only should
we emerge from our sonship orientation and establishment
filled with hunger for getting our sonship godly edifying, but
throughout our sonship lives the dew-like freshness and vi-
brancy of that hunger ought to remain and have us saying in
similar manner to Paul...

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win
Christ,... (Philippians 3:8)

Likewise if we have the second virtue of the dew of our
youth operating within us, then as with the Lord its dew-like
freshness not only should have us fully trusting our Father’s
teachings throughout our sonship lives, but also we should
perceive and rely upon the wisdom in His dealings with us,
even right to the bitter end, so to speak.

In other words we should not only have implicit faith and
confidence in the power and wisdom of our Father’s teach-
ings during the early stages of our sonship lives, (when the
challenges are less demanding, and the opposition is less in-
tense), but even more so during the latter stages.

Hence by the permanent effectual working of the dew-
like freshness of the second virtue we ought to be able to

express similar conviction and confidence as Paul did when
he said to Timothy...

12 For the which cause I also suffer these things:
nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to
keep that which I have committed unto him against
that day. (II Timothy 1:12)

 And if we have acquired the third of the three virtues
and it is operating within us, then as with the Lord we should
not only commence our sonship lives professing loyalty and
fidelity to doing things our Father’s way and to fulfilling His
operations, but the permanent dew-like freshness of that pro-
fession and resolve is able to effectually work within us to
overcome any and all pressures that we might face to do
otherwise.

Wherefore though we may find ourselves being ‘strait-
ened in our bowels’ at certain aspects of our sonship living,
or at partaking of certain privileged sufferings, the perma-
nent dew-like freshness of the third virtue is of sufficient
power to cause us to want to work with our Father to en-
large our hearts and so overcome our shame or reluctance.

In fact as it did with Christ, the third virtue is of suffi-
cient power to retain its hold upon our hearts, and cause us
to make our will subservient to our Father’s, even when by
all natural accounts the pressures upon us to opt for our own
will should cause its hold to fail.

For this cause Paul speaks to us about eventually know-
ing and operating upon...

19 ...the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,...
(Ephesians 3:19)

A Prized Commendation
As previously noted, since our Father is a genuine father

unto us, it is His heart’s desire to be able to commend us for
being wise and faithful sons, who received our sonship edu-
cation and lived it out unto being ‘conformed to the image of
His Son.’ For in a father-son relationship “a wise son maketh
a glad father.”

At the same time, therefore, it should be our heart’s de-
sire to hear such words of commendation from Him. For
‘the glory of a wise son is his father.’

So then in the day when ‘the counsels of our hearts’ are
made manifest, and we receive ‘praise of God,’ we should
dearly want to hear Him say, ‘Like my Son, you have the
dew of your youth.’
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