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“And not as Moses”

In connection with the fact that God has two distinctly
different programs set forth in the Bible — i.e. His pro-
gram with Israel, and His program with the church the

body of Christ in this present dispensation — we often naturally
notice that there are marked contrasts between the Apostle Paul
and his ministry to us today, and that of ones in God’s program and
dealings with Israel. For example numerous distinctions exist be-
tween Paul and Peter. This includes not only the different gospels
God gave to each of them to preach, but also such things as the
commissions under which each operated, the goals of those com-
missions, and the like.1 Likewise similar types of differences can
be seen between Paul and other individuals in God’s program with
Israel.

Now along these lines there is one special area in which the
Apostle Paul personally draws a striking contrast between himself
and one of the chief figures in Israel’s program — Moses. It too is
a dispensational distinctive, but it especially concerns the unique
way in which each conducted himself with respect to the particular
testament of God of which he was a minister.

The Distinction
12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use
great plainness of speech:
13  And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face,
that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look
to the end of that which is abolished:
14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day
remaineth the same veil untaken away in the read-
ing of the old testament; which veil is done away in
Christ. (II Corinthians 3:12-14)

Moses, of course, was a minister of “the old testament.” Paul,
on the other hand, was made an ‘able minister of the new testa-
ment.’ Now in being a “minister of the new testament,” as Paul
declares, he uses “great plainness of speech.” And he certainly does
do that. For example, in no uncertain terms he plainly declares to
us exactly what the “old testament” is, blatantly pronouncing it to
be “the ministration of death” and “the ministration of condemna-
tion.” And indeed with respect to “the old testament” this is now
what God wants openly declared and plainly made manifest about
it. However as Paul  points out, Moses was not so candid when he
was a minister of “the old testament.” Moses did not use “great
plainness of speech” like Paul. Rather he conducted himself differ-
ently. In fact, as Paul states in verse 13, instead of using “great
plainness of speech” Moses engaged in a doctrinal cover-up, so to
speak.

Now Moses’ peculiar conduct at first can seem downright
incongruous. What possible reason could he have had for not be-
ing candid with the children of Israel? Obviously there had to be
one. And the reason which Moses had is important for us to under-
stand so that Paul’s reason for not acting like him with us today
can be all the more appreciated by us.

Moses’ Cover-Up
When Paul says, “And not as Moses,” and then proceeds to

describe how Moses conducted himself with Israel, he is not criti-
cizing Moses, or blaming him in any manner or form. Rather Paul
is actually setting forth how it is that Moses had to conduct him-
self being the minister of “the old testament” that he was. The fact
is that Moses simply was not at liberty to use “great plainness of
speech” in connection with “the old testament.” The situation for-
bid it. For example, he was not at liberty to plainly tell the people
of Israel up front about the absolute futility of trying to obtain the
glory of God by conforming to the performance system of good
works set forth in the Law testament. He, therefore, was not at
liberty to plainly call “the old testament” “the ministration of death”
and “the ministration of condemnation.” What Paul could now do,
Moses could not. Instead he had to conduct himself in a reserved,
less than plain manner.

Not only was Moses not at liberty to use “great plainness of
speech,” but when he himself physically manifested the glory of
God through “the glory of his countenance” having been in God’s
presence, he “put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel
could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished.” He
in essence used a physical cover-up to enforce the doctrinal cover-
up. Moses “put a veil over his face” to cover-up the issue of the
fading glory of his countenance and thereby prevent what it signi-
fied from being plainly perceived.

Now the key to understanding and appreciating Moses’ con-
duct is to realize that it was both needful and the only consistent
thing for him to do in view of the way in which “the old testament”
operated.

The Need For The Cover-Up
What made this needful was the issue of a particular and per-

sistent ‘blindness of mind,’ or spiritual blind spot, that Israel pos-
sessed concerning their true spiritual status in God’s sight. And
what made Moses’ conduct consistent was that “the old testament”
took Israel’s persistent, pride-based blind spot into account, and in
connection with doing so it was a ministration that taught its les-
sons to them the hard way.

In view of Israel’s blind spot, they rejected the notion that
they themselves fully needed to be dealt with by God on the basis
of His “Jehovah-ness” and grace. They thought instead that they
were not by nature in the same spiritual predicament as any of the
“sinners of the Gentiles.” They, being the seed of Abraham, saw
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Dear Friends of EBM,

We were happy to see a
number of you at the Northern
Rocky Mountain Berean Bible
Camp during the first part of
August. Though the forest fire
situation in Montana made for
an interesting distraction, we
had an enjoyable and profitable
camp nonetheless.

Once again we were privileged
to have Pastor Alex Kurz and
his wife Sherry join us. The
camp studies continued to
examine the issue of “The
Word of God Which Effectually
Worketh Also In You That
Believe.” In particular we
examined the effectual
working of some specific
doctrines given to us in the
first part of I Corinthians
which are designed by God to
materially change the way we
think about, and respond to,
the major components to this
world’s value system.

As was the case with the
Corinthian saints, we too can
easily mistakenly esteem and/
or cater to “the wisdom of this
world”; or, we can desire to be
popular in society rather than
be looked upon as “the filth of
the world”; or, we can tolerate
participation with “the
fornicators of this world”; or,
we can be adversely influenced
by “the fashion of this world.”

These four major components
to this world’s value system
are just as influential today as
they were at the beginning of
this dispensation. And their
detrimental impact is just as
ungodly for us as it was for the
Corinthian saints. Hence the
importance of making sure that
God’s word to us about these
things effectually works within
us.

Video tapes of the studies are
now available. For further
information, see the listing on
the back page.

themselves as naturally fit for God’s use. With such
thinking, therefore, they rejected the idea that God
Himself would have to make them fit to be utilized
by Him in His plan and purpose for them. They
would not entertain the notion that God would have
to fully undertake for them and do for them Him-
self what they could not do for themselves, which
is what God’s very name “Jehovah” was designed
to doctrinally signify to them.

Now this spiritual blind spot in particular be-
gan manifesting itself at the time when God started
the process of bringing Israel out of Egypt, and it
gave full evidence that it existed before God ever
brought Israel to Mount Sinai.2

The Background To The Cover-Up
As Exodus chapters 3 through 18 set forth,

during the time when God brought Israel out of
Egypt and up until He brought them to Sinai He
pointedly educated them in the doctrine of His “Je-
hovah-ness” and in their absolute need for them to
be dealt with by Him on the basis of His grace. In
connection with doing so God even gave them a
foretaste of what the alternative of being dealt with
by Him on the basis of their own works would be
like, and He gave them undeniable proof of their
inability to perfectly keep a Law of His command-
ments and so merit His blessing and pleasure
thereby.

All of this, once again, God did before He ever
brought Israel unto Mount Sinai and offered them
the Law covenant. He, therefore, “proved them,” just
as He said He would do. He showed them what they
were made of and manifested to them that though
they went out of Egypt “with an high hand,” they
also were high-minded. In truth their heart was lifted
up and they exited Egypt wise in their own con-
ceits.

For this reason Moses later on reminded them
of what God did both before and after Sinai to
“humble” them in view of their high-mindedness.
Moreover later on in the Song of Moses they are
indicted by God regarding how they failed to learn
about, and to appreciate, the issue of their absolute
need for His “Jehovah-ness.” And in view of doing
so, as God relates, they “lightly esteemed” the
“Rock” of their salvation. These things they began
to do, and gave abundant evidence of, right after
they came out of Egypt.

Israel indeed, therefore, had a pride-based
blind spot regarding their natural spiritual status in
God’s sight. And it persisted to exist even in the
face of God educating them to think otherwise about
themselves, and to realize their absolute need for
His “Jehovah-ness” and grace.

Hence when they came to Mount Sinai as re-
corded in Exodus 19 and were offered the Law cov-
enant as the basis for being dealt with by God, that
offer was set forth in the light of the issues about
which God had just plainly educated them. Yet their
blind spot persisted. They therefore rejected the truth

regarding their absolute need for God’s “Jehovah-
ness” and grace. And they opted for the Law cov-
enant instead.

Consequently they immediately experienced
a complete change in God’s demeanor towards
them, which was perfectly commensurate with their
decision.3 Moreover, in accordance with the edu-
cational operating principle of the Law covenant,
they consigned themselves over to a system of
ministration that would teach them the lessons they
needed to learn; but it would do it the hard way.

Since they had rejected God’s direct, forth-
right, and plain teaching, they would have to learn
what they needed to learn through ‘the school of
hard knocks,’ so to speak. And just such a ‘school’
the “old testament” would be, with its “tutors and
governors”; its “rudiments” and “elements”; its
“curses,” pedantic “chastisements” and “punish-
ments”; its “schoolmaster”; along with its admin-
istrator, who needed to conduct himself in accor-
dance with all of this. Which is just what Moses
did.

Hence Moses did not, and could not, use
“great plainness of speech” as a minister of “the
old testament.” He did not, nor could not, call it
“the ministration of death” and “the ministration
of condemnation” that it was. Likewise in connec-
tion with the instituting of “the old testament” he
did not let the fading “glory of his countenance”
and the significance of that be plainly seen. Rather
he conducted himself in full accordance with Is-
rael having to find out about these things the hard
way.

It would be through the miserable experience
of trying to live up to the standards of the Law by
their own futile performance of all of its dictates
that they would learn the hard way that they are
not what they think they are; that they are in truth
naturally unrighteous and unholy in God’s sight;
that they are helpless of themselves and in them-
selves to do anything about it; and that their only
hope rests in God’s “Jehovah-ness” and grace.

Such was Israel’s educational predicament
under “the old testament,” and Moses’ conduct was
in complete and correct accordance with it.

No Longer A Cover-Up
Now, however, with the “old testament” hav-

ing done its job, and in view of the establishment
of the glorious “new testament” through Christ,
(which made “the old testament” to be “old”), there
is no longer the need for such a cover-up. Now,
instead, the glory of what God has done by His
“Jehovah-ness” and grace through Christ is to be
manifestly declared. And now God also wants the
weakness and unprofitableness of the “old testa-
ment” in contrast to “the new testament” to be
plainly spoken about and clearly seen. Therefore
Paul as the “minister of the new testament” that he
is uses “great plainness of speech” both in his de-
scription of “the old testament” and of “the new
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Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in

supporting this
ministry!

testament,” and does not conduct himself as Moses
did.

Now Paul plainly declares the Law to be just
what it is and clearly describes its humbling, confi-
dence-in-the-flesh-bashing functions. Hence Paul
does not mince words, but blatantly declares “the
old testament” to be “the ministration of death” and
“the ministration of condemnation” that it is. Like-
wise throughout his epistles he ‘pulls no punches’
but unequivocally pronounces it to be “the yoke of
bondage”;4 to be that which “killeth”;5 to be that
which gives “the knowledge of sin,”6 is “the strength
of sin,”7 produces “the motions of sins,”8 makes sin
“exceeding sinful,”9 only brings forth “fruit unto
death,”10 is “the spirit of bondage” to “fear,”11 is
only to “the satisfying of the flesh,”12 and the like.
Things Moses was not at liberty to declare, God
has Paul now declare with “great plainness of
speech.” For now it is fitting and right to do so.

And Paul’s “great plainness of speech” natu-
rally also includes declaring and describing the in-
comparable grandeur and glory of “the new testa-
ment,” as the able “minister of the new testament”
that God has made him to be to us in this present
dispensation. Hence in II Corinthians 3 Paul not
only justifies the truthfulness of his ministry by
appealing to the fact that he confidently ministers
the provisions of “the new testament,” but he also
plainly declares “the new testament” to be what it
is, and sets forth its grandeur and incomparable
glory in contrast to the “old.”

6 Who also hath made us able min-
isters of the new testament; not of
the letter, but of the spirit: for the let-
ter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
7 But if the ministration of death, writ-
ten and engraven in stones, was glo-
rious, so that the children of Israel
could not stedfastly behold the face
of Moses for the glory of his counte-
nance; which glory was to be done
away:
8 How shall not the ministration of
the spirit be rather glorious?
9 For if the ministration of condem-
nation be glory, much more doth the
ministration of righteousness exceed
in glory.
10 For even that which was made glo-
rious had no glory in this respect, by
reason of the glory that excelleth.
11 For if that which is done away was
glorious, much more that which
remaineth is glorious. (II Corinthians
3:6-11)

Incomparable Glory Indeed
The “new testament” is “the ministration of

the spirit” in stark, and yet wonderful contrast to
“the old testament” being “the ministration of

death.” As such the new testament’s glorious effec-
tual working is what “giveth life,” while all “the
old testament” can do is deliver up a death sentence.

The “new testament” is also “the ministration
of righteousness” in equally wonderful contrast to
“the old testament” being “the ministration of con-
demnation.” As such the new testament’s glorious
effectual working is what can bring forth the righ-
teousness of God, while all “the old testament” al-
lows for is fleshly righteousness, which it must
rightly condemn as unacceptable to God.

Moreover “the old testament” was only “made
glorious” in connection with its schoolmaster
method of teaching. But “the new testament” is natu-
rally glorious in view of the natural glory of the
Lord Jesus Christ who made it. Hence it has glory
that “remaineth,” not being able to be “done away”
at all.

In view of all of this the ministration of “the
new testament” is nothing less than complete and
confident “hope” to us, as its effectual working per-
fectly produces for us everything that is needed re-
garding justification and sanctification in God’s
sight.

Hence there is little wonder that Paul goes on
to say,…

12 Seeing then that we have such
hope, we use great plainness of
speech:
13a And not as Moses,… (II
Corinthians 3:12-13a)

Once again, now there is absolutely no need
or reason for any such cover-up. In view of the “such
hope” that we have in and through the effectual
working of “the new testament,” anything less than
“great plainness of speech” is both contrary to the
will of God and an insult to the glory of “the new
testament.” Moses’ reserved and less than candid
conduct was rightfully fitting and needful when “the
old testament” was of force. But not anymore. Now
the exceedingly glorious ministration of “the new
testament” demands otherwise. Now “great plain-
ness of speech” is in order. — K. R. Blades
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A third printing of the
book Satan and His Plan of
Evil was completed during the
early part of the summer. It is
always a delight to us each and
every time we need to reprint
literature. For we know that it
is getting into the hands of
more and more people, and as
such it can be a tool to help
them understand and enjoy the
Bible.

We have made a few changes to
the format and appearance of
the book. For example, there is
now a Scripture Index in the
back. As well the text has been
completely re-typeset, and the
printing was done in a way that
provides for more flexibility to
the pages. In addition, the fold-
out dispensational chart has
been moved and made part of a
new fold-out back cover. All in
all we think that these changes,
along with some others, will be
helpful.

We are also now in the
process of putting together a
lending library of our materials.
This is something that we have
wanted to do for some time.
And now through the desire
and commitment of some folks
to oversee such a ministry, it
will be coming to pass. Things
are only in the initial stages at
present and there is much yet to
do. However we are looking
forward to establishing this
further means of making tapes
and literature available,
especially for ones who are not
able to purchase them.

The next edition of the
Enjoy The Bible Quarterly will
be our annual Questions and
Answers issue.

1 For a listing of many of these differences, see the
author’s doctrinal tract The Apostle Paul and The 12
Apostles.
2 For a detailed examination of this issue, see the
author’s video series A Short History of God’s
Program with Israel. For a brief overview, see the
author’s The Effectual Working of God’s Word in
Israel’s Program - Part 1.
3 Cf. Exodus 19:7-25
4 Cf. Galatians 5:1
5 Cf. II Corinthians 3:6
6 Cf. Romans 3:20
7 Cf. I Corinthians 15:56
8 Cf. Romans 7:5
9 Cf. Romans 7:13
10 Cf. Romans 7:5
11 Cf. Romans 8:15
12 Cf. Colossians 2:23
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P.O. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
1.888.2TIM.215  email:  info@EnjoyTheBible.org

Forward and Address Correction

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through
“sound doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth”
in accordance with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word
of truth” is the foundation upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are
interested in. As a Bible Study organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.

“rightly dividing the word of truth” II Timothy 2:15

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation

VIDEO AND AUDIO TAPES

THE EFFECTUAL WORKING OF GOD’S WORD —
PART 2
(Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp 2000)
This series of studies builds upon the general issues regarding the
effectual working of God’s word examined in Part 1. In particular it
examines the effectual working of some specific doctrines given to
us in I Corinthians designed by God to materially change the way
we think about, and respond to, four of the hallmark features to this
world’s value system.
Video tape...............................................................$15US $20CAN

THE NEW COVENANT, COMMUNION, AND THE
DISPENSATION OF GRACE
A 12 hour study examining the fundamental issues regarding the
role and function of the New Covenant in this dispensation of grace.
Appreciate both the naturalness and necessity of the Apostle Paul
being made “an able minister of the new testament” for us in this
dispensation of grace. In addition, examine  the basic issues of both
the commemoration and impact that we are to enjoy and make in the
Communion celebration as the members of God’s “new creature,”
the church the body of Christ. 12 hour study
Video tape.................................................................$20US $27CAN
Audio tape................................................................$24US $32CAN

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS

Satan and His Plan of Evil
384 pages • 12 Chapters • Fold-out Chart

Softcover • Scipture Index
1-4 copies..............$15.00US  $18.00CAN
5-9 copies...............$13.50US $16.00CAN
10+ copies...............$12.00US $14.50CAN

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Make it Clear! Make it Plain!

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?
40 pages • Softcover

1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

A Very Simple Survey of

THE BIBLE: Volume I
40 pages • Softcover

GENESIS: Volume II
56 pages • Softcover

1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
of all available materials.


