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This issue of the Enjoy The Bible Quarterly contains two articles,
each dealing with the privilege we have of glorifying God in this
dispensation. The first deals with the general glorifying capacity
associated with our sanctified position “in Christ.” While the second
looksat aparticular way that we can glorify God, which unfortunately
is often overlooked.

“To The Glory of God”

Without adoubt, being “justified freely by God' sgrace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus’ is the most
wonderful thing that God has done for us. It isan indescrib-
able joy to know that we have been forgiven all of our sins,
have been made the righteousness of God in Christ, and as
such have “peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
and “the hope of the glory of God.” No more wonderful
possession could ever be ours than this, especially when we
remember that we were guilty sinners by nature and enemies
of God, who not only rightfully deserved His wrath but had
it coming. God's grace unto us in the redemptive work of
the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross indeed is astounding, and
because of it we possess the wonder of wonders— justifica
tion unto eternad life.

If justification is the most wonderful thing God has
ever done for us, then our sanctified position “in Christ” is
the second most wonderful thing we have from God. In Ro-
mans 6 Paul teaches us that God not only justified us unto
eternal life the moment we trusted Christ as our all-suffi-
cient Savior, He also sanctified us by Hisgrace through faith.
The Holy Spirit baptized us into Christ’s death, burial, and
resurrection, and by so doing put us into a sanctified posi-
tion before God. As Paul declares,...

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death?

4 Therefore we are buried with him by bap-
tism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in new-
ness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)

“In Christ” we are now set apart from sin’s automatic
mastership over us and we are set apart unto God' s use. We
arenow freed from slavery to sin’ sbeck and call being “ dead
to sin,” and have been put into the position of being able to
“live unto God” by being made “alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Hence Paul goes on to say,...

% Knowing this, that our old man is cruci-
fied with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin.

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we be-
lieve that we shall also live with him:

® Knowing that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath no more
dominion over him.

10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once:
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:6-
11)

In view of being made “dive unto God” we can now
actually “live unto God”; we can do things to “the glory of
God.” Thisisthewonder of our sanctification. As Paul goes
on to declare in the remainder of Romans 6, before God
justified and sanctified us we were “the servants of sin” and
as such we were “free from righteousness.” (Romans 6:20)
Therefore, we could not do one thing that honored, pleased,
and glorified the Lord. All we could do wasbring forth things
that provoked God's wrath as the “children of wrath” that
we were. Hence, Paul asks,...

21 What fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end
of those things is death. (Romans 6:21)

But now being justified and sanctified “in Christ” we
can ‘yield ourselves unto God as those that are alive from
the dead, and our members as instruments of righteousness
unto God.” Consequently, we now have the capacity to be
glorifiers of God instead of provokers of Hiswrath and dis-
pleasure. In view of this, Paul exclaims:

22 But now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.
(Romans 6:22)

“Servants to God” is what our sanctified position “in
Christ” has made us to be, and being so we have our “fruit
unto holiness’” by which God is actualy glorified through
us. Thiswonderful sanctification“in Christ” isput into prac-
tice as we “walk in the Spirit,” (i.e. being mindful of who



weare“in Christ” by the Spirit’ s baptism of us“into Christ”
and responding to the details of our lives on the basis of
that.) The Spirit of God produces His fruit in us and God is
glorified through us.

Henceit isthat our sanctified position “in Christ,” with
its gracious privilege of being glorifiers of God, is the foun-
dation upon which Paul builds every exhortation he givesto
us concerning our conduct and behavior as the members of
the body of Christ that we are in this dispensation. We are
“saints,” (sanctified ones), and we ought to live consistent
with who we are. (See, for example, Romans 12:1-2; |
Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:24-26; Ephesians4:1,17-24;
5:3; Colossians 3:12; et a.) The doctrine of who we are “in
Christ” ought tothrill our hearts, especially aswethink about
the privilege of being able to live “to the glory of God.”
Notice the emphasis Paul places upon this in the following
examples.

19 What? know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own?

20 For ye are bought with a price: THERE-
FORE GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR BODY, AND
IN YOUR SPIRIT, WHICH ARE GOD’S. (I
Corinthians 6:19-20)

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all TO THE GLORY
OF GOD. (I Corinthians 10:31)

® And this | pray, that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and in all
judgment;

10 That ye may approve things that are ex-
cellent; that ye may be sincere and without
offence till the day of Christ;

11 Being filled with the fruits of righteous-
ness, which are by Jesus Christ, UNTO THE
GLORY AND PRAISE OF GOD. (Philippians
1:9-11)

We have atendency to think that our capacity to glo-
rify God awaitsthetimewhen the Lord comesfor us, changes
our bodies, and takes us into the realm of our inheritance
with Himin the heavenly places. It istrue that we will do so
at that time in the fullness of God's plan and purpose for us
as His “new creation.” However, our sanctified position “in
Christ” has given us the capacity to glorify God right how,
even in these mortal bodies. The Holy Spirit, as we “walk
after the Spirit,” quickens our mortal bodies making them
functionally fit as“instruments of righteousness unto God.”
Hence, Paul declares...

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you. (Romans 8:11)

Such isthe fundamental grandeur and magnificence of
our sanctified position “in Christ.” Being sanctified by grace
through faith truly is the second most wonderful thing that
God has done for us. The grace of being given the capacity
tofunctionaly live“totheglory of God” right now iseclipsed
only by the grace of being given the gift of justification unto
eternal life.

-

“Redound To The Glory of God”

Amazingly, however, the magnificence of our grace-
given-capacity to glorify God only increasesthe more closely
it is looked at. And there are aspects of it that amost seem
too good to be true. One such aspect is the capacity we have
to bring glory to God through the unlikely experiences of
suffering trouble and tribulation. In particular is this so
through “the sufferings of this present time” and also through
“the sufferings of Christ.” Indeed this capacity not only
sounds amazing and too good to be true, but the wisdom and
genius of God associated with providing for it is equally
amazing. In alowing us in this dispensation to experience
both the “ sufferings of this present time” and “the sufferings
of Christ,” God has ingeniously designed for Him to be glo-
rified in avery special way — in away that brings chagrin
tothe Adversary and hispolicy of evil against us. Y et though
thisistrue, this particular means of glorifying God is often
overlooked, if not even didliked.

In Romans 8:18ff and in 1l Corinthians 1:3ff where
Paul deals respectively with the issues of the “sufferings of
this present time” and “the sufferings of Christ,” God has
Paul teach usto expect sufferings and tribul ations from these
two sources. However He also has Paul teach us to under-
stand and appreciate His wisdom in having us experience
them. And indeed God iswise in not shielding us from such
sufferings. Heiswisein ordaining that we should encounter
them in this dispensation. For as Paul first of al gives usto
understand, it is through the experience of them that we our-
selves come to understand and appreciate God as “the Fa-
ther of mercies and the God of all comfort” and become
“more than conquerors through him that loved us.” How-
ever in addition we aso learn to understand and appreciate
“the excellency of thepower” of God’ sword operating within
us as it overcomes the natural tendency for troubles to dis-
turb, distress, and discourage us. Yet in addition to all of
this we are a so taught that through the effectual working of
God’ s word within us we have the extraordinary high privi-
lege of actively bringing glory to God. In other words,
through His genius God has made it so that even though the
source of “the sufferings of this present time” issin’s“bond-
age of corruption”; and even though the source of “the suf-
ferings of Christ” is Satan’s policy of evil against us; both
can result in the glorification of God when we respond to
them appropriately. Both can be taken in their own crafti-
ness, so to speak, and they can actually work out to the glory
of God by us. And with this being the case, this means of
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bringing glory to God istruly very special and is something
that we ought to deeply appreciate.

How It Works

It is specifically in Il Corinthians 4 that Paul teaches
us in no uncertain terms about the effectual function of “the
excellency of the power” of God's word within us when it
comes to enduring “the sufferings of Christ.” And thisis
just how God has designed for us to cope with and endure
any suffering or trouble. God has set forth specific doctrines
for usin Paul’s epistles to us that He has designed to effec-
tually work within uswhen it comesto any trouble. Anditis
when we operate upon those doctrines by having a* spirit of
faith” regarding them, that they work within us to produce
comfort, consolation, and stability, regardless of the trouble.
Hence the “excellency of the power” of God's word works
within us, and by doing so we not only come to appreciate
that God's word has more excellent power than that of any
suffering, but thereality of the more excellent power of God's
word operating within us is even made evident to the an-
gelic realm, much to the chagrin of Satan and his policy of
evil against us. Moreover all of this, as Paul also teachesin
I Corinthians 4, ends up working out to the glory of God.

15 For all things are for your sakes, that the
abundant grace might through the thanks-
giving of many redound to the glory of God.
(Il Corinthians 4:15)

As if our own deep appreciation and thanksgiving to
God for the “excellency of the power” of Hisword effectu-
ally working within us wasn’t enough, our thanksgiving to
Him for the power of His word actually redounds to His
glory. Therefore God’ sword not only does not return to him
void, but it returns accompanied by thanksgivings for the
magnificence of the excellency of its power, which in turn
bring glory to God for His word’ s sake.

Hence, amazingly enough, God in His wisdom has
made it so that we can actually glorify Him in the midst of
any of “the sufferings of this present time” and through the
experience of any of the afflictions associated with “the suf-
ferings of Christ.”

“Redound,” Not Abound

God’ s use of the word “redound” in this verse is note-
worthy, for not only is it the only time He uses it in His
word, but it isaso ahighly meaningful word. Resident in its
meaning is the issue of a thoughtful consequence to one's
action, rather than a random occurrence, and hence it takes
into account God’'s wisdom. However it also conveys the
fact that the contemplated consequence was not designed to
be the primary result of one's action, but a secondary result.
And so“redound” also takesinto account God' s selflesslove
for us and real charity towards us, as He puts our needs first
in His thinking and has designed for the effectual working
of Hisword to actualy benefit us first and then Him.

Unfortunately, “redound” is often mistakenly thought
of asbeing synonymouswith words such as*“abound,” “ over-
flow,” “teem,” and the like. Hence the tendency is to think
that the issue in 1l Corinthians 4:15 is one of an abundant
amount of glory to God. But such is not the meaning of “re-
dound.”

“Redound” belongs to the class of words that denote
consequence and/or effectual results, including the idea of
certain things being the effective aids to achieving some re-
sult. Fundamentally it meansto flow back; to flow back upon
or come back upon. It therefore bears kinship to words such
as “accrue,” “conduce,” “devolve,” “supervene,” and even
“contribute.” However it is specifically discriminated from
thesetermsin that it denotes a consequence (or flowing back
upon) that was contemplated in advance by the one upon
whom it comes, and that the consequence is actually a sec-
ondary result. There being aprimary or previous consegquence
that needs to be recognized.

Therefore when something is said to “redound,” it in-
dicates that the one upon whom it redounds had it in view as
a consequence of his actions, but that it would be the sec-
ondary effect of his actions; the primary effect of his actions
usually coming upon someone else.

And so it is with the “redounding” described in 1l
Corinthians 4:15.

God, (in accordance not only with the genius of His
wisdom, but also in accordance with His love for us and
charity towards us), has designed for the abundant grace of
“the excellency of the power” of His word to first of all
work within usand result in our deep appreciation for it asit
produces comfort and the like, and then secondarily for it to
result in His glory as we thank Him for it. Hence, it “re-
dounds” to His glory.

It is no wonder, therefore, that as the Apostle Paul
teaches us to understand, appreciate, and operate upon the
“excellency of the power” of God'sword like he did, that he
not only extols its “excellency,” but he also rejoiced in his
sufferings and did not disdain them. He knew especially that
his thanksgiving for the effectual working of the power of
God’ sword within him redounded to the glory of God. May
thisbe the way it iswith usaswell. — K. R. Blades

JUSTIFICATION & SALVATION

Or, The Thief on the Cross:
Is he an exception to the rule?

“Justification” and “ Salvation” — two termswith which we should
bevery familiar. However there is more than one kind of justifica-
tion in the Bible, and more than one kind of salvation as well.
Justification unto eternal life and/or salvation from the debt and
penalty of one’'s sin is not aways the issue to which these words
refer. Especially isthistrue in God's program with Israel.

This 12 hour study looks at the different kinds of justification and
salvation that there are in the Bible, and in so doing deals with
some problemsthat occur when the differences are not recogni zed.

ViIidOLAPE.. ..o $20US$27CAN
AUAIO tAPE ...t $24US$32CAN
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Satan and His Plan of Evil
398 pages 12 Chapters Fold-out Chart Softcover

1-4 copies.............. $15.00US $18.00CAN

5-9 copies........o..... $13.50US $16.00CAN

10+ copi€s.......cou.... $12.00US $14.50CAN
— D

The Gospel of God’s Grace

Make it Clear! Make it Plain!
40 pages Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN

o
Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?
40 pages Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN
o
A Very Simple Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volume |

40 pages Softcover

GENESIS:; Volume I

56 pages Softcover
1-9 copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN

N N
W MATTHEW SURVEY W

The four Gospel accounts record the arrival of the climactic stagein
God' s program with Israel, when the “ gospel of the kingdom” began
to be heralded to Israel and Christ had come to begin to implement
the mandates of the Davidic Covenant. Of the four Gospels, God has
placed the book of Matthew doctrinaly first, especialy in prepara-
tion for its most important role yet to come when following this dis-
pensation God resumes His program and dealings with Israel. At that
time the book of Matthew is designed to have a specific impact upon
the whole nation of Israel, along with a fundamental edifying func-
tion for the believing remnant. This series of studies examines the
doctrinal role of Matthew’s Gospel in Israel’s program, along with
the vast number of dispensational differences that exist between the
climactic stagein God' s program with I srael and this present dispen-
sation in which we live.

Thisbasic doctrinal survey of the book of Matthew is composed of 4
sections, in accordance with the book’s 4 major doctrinal presenta-
tions, and is being offered as such.

SECTION #1 (1:1-7:29) 48 hour study

ViIidEOLAPE... ..ot $75US $102CAN

Audio tape............... $96US $129CAN
(other sections to be announced)

ENJOY THE BIBLE MINISTRIES_,

PO. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
1.888.2TIM.215 email: info@EnjoyTheBible.org

Forward and Address Correction

Discover/Novus, Visa, Master card accepted!
Or make check or money order payableto:

ENJOY THE BIBLE MINISTRIES

Writefor a catalog with a completelisting
of all available materials.

“rightly dividing the word of truth” Il Timothy 2:15

Enjoy The Bible Ministriesis an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through
“sound doctrine.” Thereisno shortage of Bibleteaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly dividestheword of truth”
in accordance with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word
of truth” is the foundation upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are
interested in. As aBible Study organization we use avariety of means and ministriesto help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.




