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Questions and AnsQuestions and AnsQuestions and AnsQuestions and AnsQuestions and Ans werwerwerwerwersssss
Our annual issue devoted to Questions and Answers. The fol-
lowing selections have been edited to either conserve space, en-
sure clarity, and/or remove any personal information.

Genesis 4:3-8
What was going on with Cain? Why didn’t he respond like Abel?
Why didn’t God accept his offering? What did God mean when He
said, “sin lieth at the door”? And what is “the way of Cain” spoken of
in the New Testament?

Based upon what is set forth later on in Hebrews 11 re-
garding Abel and Cain, (and it is interesting to note that much
more is said regarding these two later on in God’s program
with Israel than is initially related in Genesis 4), my under-
standing is this: As Hebrews 11:4 says, “By faith Abel of-
fered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,… .” “By
faith” is the key issue here, for as Romans 10:17, along with
Hebrews 11, make clear, “faith cometh by hearing, and hear-
ing by the word of God.” Hence Abel responded positively to
what he had heard God say. Yet the same verse by its wording
makes it evident that Cain had also heard what God said. (In
addition, based upon the rhetorical nature of the question God
asked Cain at the beginning of Genesis 4:7, it is evident that
God had already clearly made known to Cain what he was to
do when he knew he didn’t do well, and that Cain himself
knew this to be the case.) So on the basis of this, I am per-
suaded that God had told both Abel and Cain that if they “doest
well” they would be accepted, but if not, then the issue was
for them to bring the animal sacrifice.

They both, therefore, knew what it meant to “doest well”
in God’s sight or not. And they both individually knew how
God wanted them to respond when they knew that they did
not “doest well.” Abel, knowing that he did not “doest well”
by nature, believed what God said and brought the sacrifice
that God had specified. Cain, however, did not believe what
God had said.

Now I am persuaded that not only did Cain not believe
that he was guilty in God’s sight, but he actually thought him-
self to be suitably righteous. Hence he not only did not bring
the animal sacrifice, but he brought an offering of the work of
his own hands as a tiller of the ground. Howbeit as Hebrews
11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him,…”
Cain, therefore, clearly did not respond in faith at all to what
God had said, and hence he did not please God at all. Cain’s
blatant unbelief is why God had no respect unto his offering.

Gospel ClicGospel ClicGospel ClicGospel ClicGospel Clic héshéshéshéshés
This is the third of four articles dealing with the issue of pervert-
ing “the gospel of Christ” by means of misleading and errone-
ous Gospel clichés. For a fuller examination of this matter, see
the author’s booklet, The Gospel of God’s Grace: Make It Clear!
Make It Plain! from which these articles are taken. For a proper
introduction to these articles, see the First Quarter 2001 edition
of the Enjoy The Bible Quarterly.

Perverting The Gospel of Christ by Telling Someone
to “Make Jesus The Lord Of Your Life.”

 Faith by nature is non-meritorious and excludes the issue
of one’s works. Having faith in someone is the issue of plac-
ing your trust, confidence, or reliance in that person and not
in yourself. Believing in someone is the issue of being fully
persuaded regarding the sufficiency of that person’s merits
and strength, and depending upon him and his merits instead
of yourself and your own merits. Therefore in believing in
someone, you trust that person and depend upon him and his
doings for what you need, and you don’t offer any efforts of
your own. For this reason, having faith in someone by its very
nature excludes one’s own works in any manner or form. Faith
places full confidence and dependence upon the works of an-
other for you.

Wherefore, when God declares in the gospel of Christ that
He is “the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus,” this is
what He is talking about. “Believing in Jesus” is the issue of
placing your complete trust, confidence, or dependence upon
Jesus Christ and His redemptive work on the cross for your
salvation, and not trusting in any works you can do. It is the
issue of having “faith in his blood.” That is, having complete
confidence and dependence upon the merits of Christ’s shed
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Dear Friends of EBM,

From time to time folks contact
us to ask if we know of anyone on
our mailing list who might live
close to them, and if so if we
would give them the contact
information. In view of this,
along with recent concerns folks
have about privacy, we want to
briefly state our policy on this
matter. Our mailing lists, along
with any and all personal contact
information that we possess, are
private. We do not release this
information to others, nor use it
ourselves in any way that is
inconsistent with individual
privacy or the ministries of EBM.
Therefore when we receive any
request for such information, we
let the person(s) making the
request know that it is not our
policy to release that information.
The only condition under which
we will release your contact
information is if you yourself
expressly request that we make it
known to others. Otherwise we
treat your personal information as
strictly confidential.

Now this being said, one of the
ministries of EBM is GraceOnline;
an Internet directory listing of
many like-minded Grace folks
and churches from all over, who
have voluntarily listed their
names and/or contact informa-
tion. So if you are wondering
whether we might know of any
Grace folks or Grace church that
might be close to you, GraceOnline
is the place to look. With folks
submitting listings frequently, it is
worthwhile to visit GraceOnline
on a regular basis.

Please visit the web site at:
www.GraceOnline.org

This is a brief synopsis of our
Privacy Statement. For a copy of
the full text of our Privacy
Statement, simply contact us.

Now specifically regarding what God said
to Cain in Genesis 4:7, my understanding is that
first of all God reproved Cain’s negative re-
sponse of unbelief. This He did by His three
rhetorical questions set forth in verse 6-7a.
Again, Cain knew what God had said about
being accepted and about the sacrifice to be
brought and offered if he did not “doest well.”
When God did not have respect unto Cain’s of-
fering and he became “very wroth, and his coun-
tenance fell,” his wrath and fallen countenance
were the result of his wounded pride, for he
thought himself righteous.

Hence when God said unto Cain, “Why art
thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?
If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?”
(Genesis 4:6-7a), I am persuaded that He that
“searcheth the hearts and triest the reins,” and
“declareth unto man what is his thought,” and
that “leadest to repentance,” was making known
unto Cain the thoughts that were in him and was
leading him to repentance. And indeed what
Cain needed to do was to repent of his errone-
ous thinking.

In connection with this God goes on to say
unto him in the rest of verse 7, “and if thou doest
not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee
shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.”
When God says to Cain that “sin lieth at the
door,” He is talking about the fact that the sacri-
fice for sin that Cain could offer “lieth at the
door” right there in front of Cain, so to speak.
[Note: I am persuaded that this “door” was spe-
cifically the very “door” of the garden of Eden
where the Cherubims were, along with the flam-
ing sword that kept “the way of the tree of life.”
This same basic set up also existed later on with
the tabernacle, at the “door” of which the ani-
mals were brought. There the animal was iden-
tified as the bringer’s substitute, receiving the
bringer’s sinful identification, and as such be-
ing made sin for him. It all took place at the
“door.”]

Hence I am persuaded that the same situa-
tion existed at the “door” of the garden. And as
such, with God leading Cain unto repentance
and in saying to him that “sin lieth at the door,”
He was telling him that the animal that would
be the willing substitute-bearer of his sin, and
made sin for him, was lying right there at the
door where he was standing.

And the animal truly was willing. Hence
God said to Cain, “And unto thee shall be his
desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” Cain, how-
ever, disdainfully hardened his heart to God’s
words and refused to change his mind.

Yet Cain also did more than this. He also
pursued a hate laden course of action that was
both generated and fueled by his highly of-
fended pride. In hate he lashed out at God’s
counsel and mercy, bringing it to bear upon
Abel as he murdered him. And with Cain, the
Adversary established the first of three particu-
lar negative responses to the word of God,
which when progressively followed result in
the followers becoming completely Satan-like.

As such Cain became the founder, so to
speak, of “the way of Cain,” which was later
on followed by Israel’s vain religious leader-
ship after they hardened their hearts to “the
counsel of God against themselves” contained
in “the gospel of the kingdom.” They too
thought themselves righteous, rejected “the
counsel of God against themselves,” and de-
spised the mercy of God shown to them. In so
doing, they pursued the same hate laden course
of action generated and fueled by their highly
offended pride. In hate they lashed out at the
righteous remnant of Israel. And this “way”
will yet be followed again by Israel’s apostate
leadership when Israel’s program is resumed.
It will be trodden again by the “ungodly men”
ordained to the “condemnation” spoken about
by Jude in his epistle.

Matthew 27:52-53
Why were “the graves…opened,” and why does it
say that “many bodies of the saints which slept
arose, and came out of the graves after (Christ’s)
resurrection”?

My understanding is that this was done as
a manifest token of the Lord’s successfulness
in having functioned as Israel’s Redeemer, and
in doing so fulfilling the first mandate of the
Davidic Covenant. In particular that first man-
date had as one of its components the issue of
the Redeemer providing for the fulfillment of
what was declared, for example, in Hosea
13:14. There God said, “I will ransom them
from the power of the grave; I will redeem them
from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O
grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall
be hid from mine eyes.”

In accordance with the significance and
meaning of His name “Jehovah,” God Him-
self would become Israel’s Redeemer. And the
Davidic Covenant, with its provision for
David’s Lord to become David’s son, is the
mechanical means for the implementation of
God’s “Jehovah-ness.” Specifically the first
mandate of the Davidic Covenant called for
the Lord to function as Israel’s kinsman-Re-
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deemer, and thereby to provide for all
the aspects of redemption that Israel
needed, including redeeming them from
death.

Now in view of the fact that the Lord
through His own death and victorious
resurrection succeeded with the aspect
of redemption that would “redeem them
from death”; and in view of the fact that
the saints of Israel wouldn’t actually be
receiving the full benefits of it until the
first resurrection; my understanding is
that the event of Matthew 27:52-53
served as both a manifest token to them
of the Lord’s successful redemptive
work spoken about in Hosea 13, as well
as an earnest of the resurrection to come
for all the saints of Israel at the first res-
urrection.

The doctrine of redemption (as set
forth in the Law) does provide for such
a thing as a token to be given in connec-
tion with redemption. The token signi-
fies to all concerned the fact that the re-
demption has been accomplished, and
that it is legal and indisputable. [Note:
Interestingly enough a token can even
be given preceding redemption to sig-
nify who the redeemer is, which is some-
thing the Lord also gave when He en-
tered into Jerusalem before going to the
cross.]

According to the account in Matthew
27, when these saints “came out of the
graves after (the Lord’s) resurrection,
and went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many,” it was the last of three par-
ticular manifest tokens concerning the
successfulness of the Lord’s redemptive
work. The first is the rending of the veil
of the temple; the second is the quaking
of the earth, with the rending of the
rocks, and the actual opening of the
graves; and the third is the arising of
these saints out of the graves and going
into the holy city after the Lord’s resur-
rection. Through these three specific
manifest tokens the particular issues of
the Lord’s redemption that pertained to
sin and death were signified to have been
successfully accomplished.

Acts 3:19
What do “the times of refreshing” spoken
about in Acts 3:19 refer to?

The “times of refreshing” that Peter
speaks about in Acts 3:19 refers to the
final installment in God’s program with
Israel, during which God will deliver
Israel from all of their oppressions and
afflictions, and avenge His cause with
them on this earth. That final installment
in Israel’s program concludes with the
return of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel,
as Peter states in Acts 3:20-21, to usher
in “the times of restitution of all things,”
which includes the establishment of
God’s kingdom on this earth, as the earth
is then taken back from Satan’s usurped
domination and restored to its original
design and purpose.

“Refreshing” is the issue of relief
after fatigue or suffering. It involves ex-
periencing activities that relieve fatigue,
and that invigorate and enliven, after
having experienced afflictions, depres-
sion, grief, sorrow, hardship, and the like.
And this is exactly what Israel’s history
has been for the most part all along, and
especially so since the time they became
Satan’s “lawful captive” beginning with
the Assyrian/Babylonian captivities. The
prophets that God raised up at the time
when Israel became Satan’s “lawful cap-
tive,” (like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
etc.), have much to say about Israel’s
sufferings as Satan’s captive.

However these prophets also have
much to say about the final installment
in God’s program with Israel during
which the Lord will have ‘His day’ and
will avenge His cause with Israel. Dur-
ing the Lord’s day Israel will experience
activities from the Lord that will relieve
their fatigue and deliver them from their
afflictions, hardships, sorrows, and the
like. (See, for example, Isaiah 25:1-
26:11)

In connection with this, all of this
prophesied relieve from their hardships
and afflictions was declared by God to
Israel to be “the refreshing,” just as is
stated in Isaiah 28:12. In addition this
“refreshing” was given a specified time
at which it would be occurring in God’s
program with Israel, and this was set
forth to Israel on the time schedules that
God gave to them regarding the out-
working of the remainder of His program
with them.

Now as the Gospel accounts relate,
when God raised up John the Baptist to
be the “voice crying in the wilderness”
and the forerunner of Christ, He raised
him up to begin to proclaim to Israel the
“comfort” (Isaiah 40:1-11) that was near
“at hand” for them. And it indeed was
“at hand” for the time schedule was tick-
ing down, so to speak, and that proph-
esied final installment in the program
was drawing nigh. In connection with
this, at John’s birth the Holy Ghost had
his father prophesy what is set forth in
Luke 1:67-75ff about the refreshing that
was coming.

This good news of “the refreshing,”
however, was not received by Israel, just
as God foretold in Isaiah 28:11. Instead
of receiving it, “they would not hear.”
They rejected not only John the Baptist,
but Christ as well, just as the Gospel
accounts set forth. However God gave
to Israel an extension of His mercy and
forbearance following the rejection of
Christ, (as was also prophesied about),
and He gave “repentance to Israel” dur-
ing the time described by the opening
chapters of the book of Acts.

It is this further gracious opportunity
for Israel to repent that Peter is operat-
ing under and is setting forth the details
of in Acts 3. God’s program with Israel
had by that time advanced on to the point
“when the times of refreshing” were
going to soon come “from the presence
of the Lord.” Therefore if the people of
Israel didn’t “repent” and “be converted,
that (their) sins may be blotted out,” then
“when the times of refreshing” came
they would not experience the refresh-
ing. Instead they would be counted
among those of rebellious Israel, who
as Peter goes on to describe in verses
22-23 would end up being “destroyed
from among the people.”

Again, “the times of refreshing” is
the final installment in God’s program
with Israel during which the Lord will
have ‘His day’ and refresh Israel by
delivering them from all of their afflic-
tions, hardships, sorrows, sufferings, and
the like, and will avenge His cause with
them on the earth.

Of course, “the times of refreshing”
in God’s program with Israel, (as well
as “the times of restitution of all things”),
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have yet to transpire because God has
temporarily suspended His program and
dealings with Israel. This God did when
after concluding the extension of mercy
and forbearance to Israel, instead of be-
ginning the final installment to Israel’s
program, He raised up Paul as a brand
new apostle, just as is recorded in Acts
9. And as God has Paul teach us in his
epistles, He has temporarily suspended
His program with Israel and has brought
in an unprophesied dispensation of His
grace for us Gentiles in accordance with
“the mystery of Christ.”

It is the dispensation of God’s grace
to us Gentiles that is presently in effect.
And for as long as it remains in effect,
Israel’s “fulness” remains in abeyance,
just as Romans 9-11 teaches. However
when God concludes this present dispen-
sation, He will then resume and fulfill
His program and dealings with Israel.
They will then have their prophesied
“times of refreshing” followed by “the
times of restitution of all things.”

II Corinthians 6:7
What is the significance of Paul’s expression
“on the right hand and on the left” in II
Corinthians 6:7?

Briefly put, in view of previous uses
of the expression, for example, in Isaiah
54:3 and Zechariah 12:6 I understand the
expression to mean ‘in all directions; on
all sides; round about; etc.’ In Isaiah 54
the reason redeemed Israel is told to
“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let
them stretch forth the curtains of thine
habitations;....” is “For thou shalt break
forth on the right hand and on the left;
and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles,
and make the desolate cities to be in-
habited.”

When Israel breaks forth “on the
right hand and on the left” she is going
to expand round about, in all directions
round about, and hence needs to enlarge
the place of her tent and stretch forth the
curtains of her habitations to accommo-
date the expanded inheritance of land,
cities, etc. Likewise in Zechariah 12:6
in the Lord’s day of wrath and of aveng-
ing His cause with Israel upon their en-
emies surrounding them, it says “they
shall devour all the people round about,
on the right hand and on the left: and

Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her
own place, even in Jerusalem.” Israel will
be surrounded by her enemies in that
day, as verse 2 states; but she shall “de-
vour all the people round about, on the
right hand and on the left.”  She, there-
fore, will be victorious over all her en-
emies surrounding her.

I, therefore, take it that when Paul
says in II Corinthians 6:7, “by the
armour of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left,” that he is using
the expression in much the same way.

Specifically my understanding is that
Paul is referring to what his response is
to the issue of being beset on all sides in
this present evil world with temptations
to participate in its unrighteousness and
works of darkness. And his response is

one of being vigilant in connection with
this, and being on guard against suc-
cumbing to any such temptations. He is
exceedingly zealous for standing true to
who he is “in Christ” in this present evil
world, and for putting righteousness on
display.

In doing so, Paul is acting in perfect
accordance with what he said earlier on
in Romans 13:11-14, where he had said,
“…: let us therefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put on the armour
of light. Let us walk honestly as in the
day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not
in chambering and wantonness, not in
strife and envying. But put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provi-
sion for the flesh, to fulfil  the lusts
thereof.”

Paul, therefore, is doing that very
thing. He has “put on the armour of
light” in contrast to “the works of dark-
ness.” And commensurate with “casting
off the works of darkness” in abhorrence

of them, he is indeed walking “honestly
as in the day” with “the armour of righ-
teousness on the right hand and on the
left.” He is vigilantly standing for who
he is “in Christ,” and living righteously
in the midst of all the unrighteousness
surrounding him.

Now this, (as Paul sets forth in the
overall context of II Corinthians 6:3-10),
is one of the things that should “approve”
him as a minister of God. And in doing
this it should give these Corinthian saints
“somewhat to answer them which glory
in appearance, and not in heart,” as these
who did so found fault with Paul and
were critical of him, trying to seduce the
Corinthians away from him.

II Timothy 2:15
Don’t you think that the expression “rightly
dividing the word of truth” in II Timothy 2:15
might be a poor translation, if not a mistaken
translation, of what Paul is saying? After all
Timothy didn’t have the whole Bible to
“divide.” I think maybe the new translations
have it correct, because I just don’t see
where the idea of “dividing” could come from.

First of all, I disagree with the no-
tion that Timothy did not have a com-
pleted Bible, or enough of a completed
Bible. I am persuaded that he did. It is
evident to me from Paul’s epistles that
the various churches of the Gentiles not
only had copies of what we commonly
call the Old Testament Scriptures, but
in particular as Paul’s epistles were writ-
ten they were copied and distributed to
them. And this occurred naturally
enough also with the Scriptures of the
circumcision apostles to the remnant of
Israel. So that by the time Paul’s minis-
try was coming to its conclusion, (as in-
dicated with the writing of II Timothy),
a completed Bible was understood and
appreciated for what it was. And as such
“all scripture” was described by Paul as
in existence, what it was, its role, etc.
So, as I understand it, Timothy had a
completed Bible and knew it. He had
“the word of truth” in its entirety.

Now with regards to the legitimacy
and accuracy of the expression “rightly
dividing the word of truth,” I understand
that in view of God having two distinct
and different programs recorded on the
pages of His word, a clear cut division



www.EnjoyTheBible.org FOURTH QUARTER 2001��������	��
�����
����������� 5

...unf...unf...unf...unf...unf ororororor tunateltunateltunateltunateltunatel yyyyy
Satan has a cSatan has a cSatan has a cSatan has a cSatan has a c learerlearerlearerlearerlearer
underunderunderunderunder standing ofstanding ofstanding ofstanding ofstanding of

hohohohohow needfulw needfulw needfulw needfulw needful
it is to beit is to beit is to beit is to beit is to be

“rightl“rightl“rightl“rightl“rightl y dividingy dividingy dividingy dividingy dividing
the wthe wthe wthe wthe w ororororord ofd ofd ofd ofd of

truth” than mosttruth” than mosttruth” than mosttruth” than mosttruth” than most
Christians haChristians haChristians haChristians haChristians ha veveveveve.....

is exactly what needs to be made in “the
word of truth.” And with this being the
case, this is where the issue of “rightly
dividing” comes from, and is exactly
what Paul had in mind and said.

Briefly put, the legitimacy of us
needing to make a real division in the
Bible is something that we should well
understand from what God’s word
teaches long before we ever come to the
things Paul sets forth and teaches in II
Timothy. Paul’s previous epistles, (along
with Genesis through Acts preceding
them), have made it abundantly clear that
God has two distinct and different pro-
grams in His overall plan and purpose.
The first being God’s covenanted pro-
gram with this earth and His nation Is-
rael, which He has both spoken about
and has been engaged in the outwork-
ing of since the world began. The other
program, however, pertains to the heav-
enly places and the revelation of “the
mystery of Christ,” which was “kept se-
cret since the world began, but now is
made manifest” by means of God reveal-
ing it to the apostle Paul. It involves
God’s “new creature,” the church the
body of Christ, that He is forming now
in this present dispensation of His grace.

Now right from Romans, (with its
opening declaration concerning Paul’s
distinctive apostleship and message to
the nations; and then especially in chap-
ters 9-11 where it teaches us about God
temporarily suspending His program
with Israel in connection with bringing
in this unprophesied dispensation of His
grace to us Gentiles), Paul makes the
reality of these two distinct and differ-
ent programs plain and clear. He makes
sure we understand that in connection
with his apostleship, gospel, and doc-
trine, (and the incorporation of it into
God’s written word; “the word of truth”),
there is an outright ‘division’ that now
exists in the Bible. A ‘division’ in ac-
cordance with the portion of God’s word
that pertains to His program and deal-
ings with Israel, and the portion that per-
tains to God’s program and dealings in
this present dispensation of His grace.

Furthermore, long before we doctri-
nally arrive at II Timothy 2:15, Paul also
teaches us right from Romans about
Satan’s policy of evil in this present dis-

pensation of grace. He teaches us in de-
tail how that this policy of evil works to
produce doctrinal confusion, uncer-
tainty, and corruption in Christians’
minds by fervently working to blur in
their thinking (if not obliterate) the dis-
tinction that exists between God’s pro-
gram with Israel and His program today
with us, His “new creature.” Paul teaches
us how that this policy of evil works to
homogenize, so to speak, God’s two pro-
grams. In so doing the Adversary works
to get it so that Christians fail to clearly
understand and appreciate the distinc-
tive nature of this present dispensation
of grace. He works to make it so that
Christians walk foolishly by endeavor-
ing to operate upon a combination of
instructions, doctrines, promises, provi-

sions, and the like, that come from both
God’s program with Israel and His pro-
gram in this present dispensation. And,
as Paul teaches, Satan must do this in
order to succeed with the objectives that
he wants to achieve in his policy of evil
against God and us in this dispensation.
Indeed, Satan himself has a very clear
understanding of the importance and the
need that there is for us to be “rightly
dividing the word of truth.” Hence the
vigorous activities of his policy of evil
to prevent Christians from doing so. In
fact, unfortunately Satan has a clearer
understanding of how needful it is to be
“rightly dividing the word of truth” than
most Christians have.

Again, doctrinally speaking, in view
of the fact that from Romans on Paul sets
forth the clear distinction between God’s
program with Israel and His program
with us in this present dispensation of
grace; and in view of  the clear cut dis-
tinction that exists between the portions

of God’s word pertaining to each; and
in view of Paul’s teaching on the work-
ing of Satan’s policy of evil to blur, oblit-
erate, or deny, any such distinction; in
view of all this, by the time we doctri-
nally arrive at II Timothy we are well
aware of the fact that a clear cut divi-
sion needs to be made in the Bible. And
if it is not made, it plays right into the
hands of Satan’s policy of evil.

Therefore, if we have been accom-
plishing our “godly edifying which is in
faith” that has been provided for us from
Romans 1:1 right up until II Timothy,
by the time we arrive at II Timothy we
already know the need to be “rightly di-
viding the word of truth.” Doctrinally
speaking, the concept is not only already
an undeniably clear reality to us, but also
an absolute necessity as well.

Moreover, with I Timothy having
doctrinally just set forth in detail what
to expect from the operational tactics of
Satan’s policy of evil in a local church,
(especially the forceful attack upon the
truth of Paul’s distinctive apostleship,
doctrine, and example; along with the
intimidating issue of the reproach and
shame that will be brought to bear upon
any and all Christians and churches that
stand for it), it is all the more expected
that when we begin to deal with II Timo-
thy that Paul will underscore in no un-
certain terms the need to make the clear
cut division in the Bible that needs to be
made in order to thwart the success of
the policy of evil against us. And this is
just what Paul does when in the context
of dealing with the power of the policy
of evil, he says to Timothy in II Timo-
thy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di-
viding the word of truth.”

Therefore, doctrinally speaking, the
legitimacy and truthfulness of the ex-
pression “rightly dividing the word of
truth” is clearly established by God long
before we arrive at II Timothy. The need
for it is an inescapable reality in view of
God’s two distinct programs, and doing
it is an absolute necessity, if one is to
avoid cooperating with the policy of evil.

— K. R. Blades
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blood to provide for and effect your sal-
vation. It is the issue of being fully per-
suaded that when He died for you as
your substitute Redeemer He did all the
work necessary to accomplish your sal-
vation. This is what “believing in Jesus”
means. This is what faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ as one’s Savior means.

Unfortunately, though, this issue of
faith in Jesus Christ as God’s sole re-
quirement for salvation all too often is
not made plain and clear. Rather, it is
muddled up by terminology and phrase-
ology that not only does not accurately
convey what faith in Christ is, but that
actually perverts the issue and turns faith
into works.

The following example falls into this
category. By using such an expression
God’s requirement for salvation is mis-
stated, and “another gospel” is preached
instead of the gospel of justification by
grace through faith without works.

“MAKE JESUS THE LORD OF
YOUR LIFE”  — This misstatement of
God’s requirement for salvation is of-
ten used as the gospel appeal by ones
who preach what is called Lordship sal-
vation. Lordship salvation is the desig-
nation given to the preaching that says
that Jesus Christ must be made the Lord
of one’s life, in every area of one’s life,
if a person is going to be saved. The
teaching is that there is no salvation if
Jesus Christ isn’t the Lord of one’s life,
and has one’s obedience and surrender
of will in every area of life.

However this misstatement is guilty
of the same mistake as other misstate-
ments we have considered, which is to
confuse an issue of Christian service to
God with the issue of how a person gets
saved and becomes a Christian in the
first place.

It should be painfully obvious that
making Jesus Christ Lord of one’s life
is an issue that God exhorts and urges
Christians to do. That’s what passages
such as Romans 6-8; 12:1-2ff; Ephesians
4:17ff and many others exhort us to do
as ones whom God has already justified
and sanctified by His grace in response
to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior. After
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior and being justified by faith, God

teaches us and exhorts us to make Jesus
the Lord of our lives. He exhorts us to
“present our bodies a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable unto Him, which is
our reasonable service.” But a person can
only present his body a “living sacrifice”
if he has first been put to death in Christ,
just as Romans 6 teaches. Therefore,
making Jesus the Lord of one’s life is an
issue only for saved people. God never
tells the unsaved to do it or try it. It is
impossible for them to do it at all. This
is because it can’t be done if God Him-
self has not first justified, reconciled, and
sanctified a person by His grace.

Again, making Jesus the Lord of
one’s life is a Christian service issue and
not a salvation issue at all. Surrendering
one’s will to Jesus as Lord and allowing
Him to control the details of one’s life is
what the life of good works that God
created us unto in Christ Jesus is all
about. A person has to be God’s “work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works” before he can make Jesus
the Lord of his life. A person can only
“serve the Lord Christ” when first he has
been made a servant of Christ by the cre-
ative activity of God. This creative ac-
tivity of God takes place when the Holy
Spirit regenerates us and places us into
Christ. Then, and only then, can a per-
son make Jesus the Lord of his life.
Making Him Lord, though, is not how
God saves us at all. It isn’t the issue of
faith in Christ as Savior at all.

Confusing the issues of discipleship
and service with the separate and pre-
liminary issue of salvation is one of the
most common ways in which the gos-
pel of Christ is perverted and “another
gospel” ends up being produced. Also
it is so subtly deceiving because God’s
own word is used to produce the perver-
sion. Verses and passages that are deal-
ing with discipleship and service are
taken out of their contexts, and they are
used as if they were talking about how
to be justified unto eternal life. Hence,
God’s word is made to sound as if it
stipulated salvation on the basis of mak-
ing Jesus the Lord of one’s life, and the
like. But in reality God is being mis-
quoted and misrepresented, and He is
being made to say something He never
said. Through unscrupulous and deceit-

ful Bible handling the gospel of God’s
grace is libeled, and the unsaved are de-
ceived and blinded to the truth of the
gospel. And it is all to the advancement
of the policy of evil against the gospel.

Sometimes it is said in response to
this that “If Jesus isn’t Lord of all, then
He isn’t Lord at all.” The implication in
connection with this is that one cannot
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior
without making Him the Lord of one’s
life. But this is a subterfuge of seman-
tics and simply is not true. Jesus Christ
is Lord, and Lord of all, whether any-
one ever makes Him Lord of their lives
or not. Jesus Christ is Lord by virtue of
being God. His Lordship is part of His
God-ness. In fact, as Philippians 2:9-11
declares, Jesus is going to be acknowl-
edged and confessed to be Lord “to the
glory of God the Father” even by ones
who never get saved and end up being
cast into the lake of fire for ever. They
are going to be cast there because Jesus
Christ is Lord, and as Lord He judges
them worthy of everlasting punishment.
However, why they end up there isn’t
because they didn’t make Him the Lord
of their lives. It is because they never
responded to Him as their Savior in view
of Him having died on the cross as their
substitute Redeemer. They rejected His
work on the cross for them and were
enemies of the cross of Christ.

Once again, God’s sole requirement
for justification unto eternal life is faith
alone in Christ alone as your all-suffi-
cient Savior. Your works cannot be, and
will not be, counted for righteousness.
As Romans 3:26 says, in view of “the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” God
is “the justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus.”

Have you honestly believed in Jesus
as your all-sufficient Savior? If not, why
not do so right now. God will see your
faith, and He will do exactly what “the
gospel of Christ” says; He will justify
you unto eternal life, counting your faith
for righteousness. — K. R. Blades

Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in

supporting this
ministry!
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Bible Study
Resources

Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
of all available materials:

Enjoy The Bible Ministries
P.O. Box 1586
Matthews, NC 28106

or visit www.EnjoyTheBible.org
or call 1.888.2TIM.215 (voice mail only)

GOSPEL TRACTS

Our Enjoy The Bible Ministries Gospel Tract project is now complete.
There is always the need for good, sound gospel tracts. And we greatly
appreciate the work of other grace folks, churches, and ministries that
help supply the need; with many having been doing so for quite a long
time. We have likewise wanted to help out in this area for some time,
and are now happy to be able to do so.

EBM Gospel Tracts are a set of 20 gospel tracts, (with an accompanying
40 page booklet), that are both SOUND and UNIQUE. They are sound
in the sense that each of the tracts is true and faithful to “the gospel of
Christ” to us in this present dispensation, as well as being clear and
plain regarding the issue of justification in God’s sight being by grace
through faith without works. However the set of tracts is also unique in
the sense that each of the tracts is based exclusively upon the presenta-
tion of “the gospel of Christ” set forth to us in Romans 1:16-3:26. In
addition, they are unique because each of the tracts is written to specifi-
cally address and deal with a person at one or more of the major volition
testing points that are contained in “the gospel of Christ.” (This particu-
lar unique aspect of the tracts is fully explained in the accompanying 40
page booklet.)

It is our desire that the tracts and the booklet enhance your understand-
ing and appreciation for “the gospel of Christ,” as well as increase your
confidence in its power and effectual working as you fulfill your ambas-
sadorship; as God “beseeches” men by you and as you “pray in Christ’s
stead” for men to be reconciled to God.

We invite you to learn more about Enjoy The Bible Ministries Gospel
Tracts. To introduce them we have put together 2 different Trial Packs:

Trial Pack #1
This  includes 1 copy each of the 20 tracts; the 40 page
information booklet on “the gospel of Christ”; plus a copy
of The Gospel of God’s Grace: Make It Clear! Make It Plain!
(for those who do not already have a copy of this booklet on
the importance of the clarity of the gospel.)
Price: $6.00US

Trial Pack #2
This includes 1 copy each of the 20 tracts, plus the 40 page
information booklet on “the gospel of Christ.”
Price: $4.00US

God ConsciousnessGod ConsciousnessGod ConsciousnessGod ConsciousnessGod Consciousness
• But...What If You Are Wrong? (GT-001)
• Is That Your Final Answer? (GT-002)
• Could You Possibly Be Worshipping The Wrong God? (GT-003)

Wrath ConsciousnessWrath ConsciousnessWrath ConsciousnessWrath ConsciousnessWrath Consciousness
• Escape From Wrath? What In The World Are You Talking
   About? (GT-004)
• What Does Your Genealogy Tell You About Yourself? (GT-005)

Self DefSelf DefSelf DefSelf DefSelf Def ense of Relative Righteousnessense of Relative Righteousnessense of Relative Righteousnessense of Relative Righteousnessense of Relative Righteousness
• You May Be Good, But Are You Perfectly Righteous In God’s
   Sight? (GT-006)
• Do You Really Want A Fair Deal From God? (GT-007)
• Do You Have Genuine Peace With God? (GT-008)

Self DefSelf DefSelf DefSelf DefSelf Def ense of Extenense of Extenense of Extenense of Extenense of Exten uating Ciruating Ciruating Ciruating Ciruating Cir cumstancescumstancescumstancescumstancescumstances
• Do You Have Something To Say For Yourself In Extenuation?
  (GT-009)
• It’s Not My Fault! (GT-010)

Stubborn Negative ResponsesStubborn Negative ResponsesStubborn Negative ResponsesStubborn Negative ResponsesStubborn Negative Responses
• Is Your Damnation Just? (GT-011)
• Is This Talking About You? (GT-012)

Full PrFull PrFull PrFull PrFull Pr osecution of Being osecution of Being osecution of Being osecution of Being osecution of Being “Under Sin”“Under Sin”“Under Sin”“Under Sin”“Under Sin”  &  &  &  &  & “Guilty bef“Guilty bef“Guilty bef“Guilty bef“Guilty bef ore God”ore God”ore God”ore God”ore God”
• Guilty As Charged! I Hereby Sentence You To...  (GT-013)
• Can You Survive The Death Penalty? (GT-014)

The Good NeThe Good NeThe Good NeThe Good NeThe Good Ne ws of the Redemption that is in Christ Jesusws of the Redemption that is in Christ Jesusws of the Redemption that is in Christ Jesusws of the Redemption that is in Christ Jesusws of the Redemption that is in Christ Jesus
• It’s Not Too Good To Be True; But It Surely Is Too Good To
  Be Missed (GT-015)
• But What About These Verses? (GT-016)

The Special Set of 4 LarThe Special Set of 4 LarThe Special Set of 4 LarThe Special Set of 4 LarThe Special Set of 4 Lar ggggger er er er er TTTTTractsractsractsractsracts
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• Telling Someone To
“Give Your Heart And Life To The Lord”:
A Perversion of The Gospel of Christ (GT-017)

• Telling Someone To
“Turn From Your Sins And Receive Jesus Christ Into Your Life”:
A Perversion of The Gospel of Christ  (GT-018)

• Telling Someone To
“Make Jesus The Lord of Your Life”:
A Perversion of The Gospel of Christ  (GT-019)

• Telling Someone To
“Invite Jesus Into Your Heart”:
A Perversion of The Gospel of Christ  (GT-020)
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Enjoy The Bible Ministries Gospel Tracts
A Unique Set of Gospel Tracts Based Upon
Romans 1:16-3:26
Designed to Assist You In Your Ambassadorship
For Christ

40 pages   Softcover

This booklet was written to assist you in using our 20
Gospel Tracts, explaining the 7 major volition testing

points.   ISBN 1-930863-22-5

1-9 copies.....................................................$3.00US $4.00CAN each
10+ copies....................................................$2.00US $3.00CAN each

Each tract title comes in packages of 25 for $2.50
or you may order a

set of all 20 titles for $2.00
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P.O. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
1.888.2TIM.215  email: info@EnjoyTheBible.org

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound
doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” is the founda-
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.

“rightly dividing the word of truth” II Timothy 2:15

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation

LENDING LIBRARYBOOKS AND BOOKLETS

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE PAID

MATTHEWS, NC
PERMIT NO. 41

Satan and His Plan of Evil
384 pages • 12 Chapters • Fold-out Chart

Softcover • Scipture Index
1-4 copies..............$15.00US  $18.00CAN
5-9 copies...............$13.50US $16.00CAN
10+ copies...............$12.00US $14.50CAN

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Make it Clear! Make it Plain!

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

A Very Simple Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volume I

40 pages • Softcover

GENESIS: Volume II
56 pages • Softcover

1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Our Lending Library is now up
and running. Just about all of our
materials are now available for
loan through the Library, and we

are quite pleased with the initial
response. The library will have a

minimum of one, maybe two, copies of each
study offered by Enjoy the Bible Ministries.

If you would like to make use of the Lending
Library, contact…

Enjoy The Bible Lending Library
c/o Bob & Linda Stack

2216 N. Champlain Street
Arlington Heights, IL  60004-2910

or

email at:
library@EnjoyTheBible.org


